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INTRODUCTION 


1.1 WHY A REGIONAL PLAN 


On the first day of January 1974, the Regional 
Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth was created by 
Provinelal Legislation “Bill 155 (an Act to Establish 
the Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth). The 
Regional Municipalityis comprised of approximately 
280,000 acres (438 sq. miles) and includes the City of 
Hamilton, the Towns of Ancaster, Dundas and Stoney Creek 
and the Townships of Flamborough and Glanbrook. 


The Act also requires that the Regional Council 
prepare an "Official Plan" document containing a set 
of policies which will provide a framework for future 
development in this Region. In carrying out its planning 
responsibilities, Regional Council has developed the 
principles and policies, contained in this Draft 
Official Plan. Council will use this plan to guide 
and manage growth in this Region over the next 20-25 
years. 


eZee ROT IER PEANNING 


There are two levels of Government in the Regional 
Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth - the Region and the 
Area Municipalities. The Regional Municipality is : 
responsible for the provision of: 


- water and sewer services and disposal of solid 
wastes 


- police, health and social welfare services 


- transportation (major roads and transit) 
- capital financing, and 


- Regional planning in managing the physical, 
social and economic growth affecting all parts 
of the Region. 


The Area Municipalities are responsible for providing 
the following services within their municipal boundaries: 


- fire protection 
- storm drainage and garbage collection 
- local roads 


- local planning dealing with the structuring of 
communities and neighbourhoods, local parks, 
recreation, housing densities, and zoning of 
individual parcels of land. 


Recognizing the two-tier planning responsibilities, 
the Regional Official Plan, therefore establishes urban 
boundaries and identifies the development pattern showing 
major growth areas for future residential, commercial 
and industrial growth. Policies necessary to: achieve 
the development pattern and to attain the desired 
environmental and social objectives are also identified. 


Necessary details on neighbourhood designs, housing 
mix, zonings, and location of schools, parks, recreational 
centres, etc., are to be dealt with at the local planning 
level in each Area Municipality. 


1.5 HOW THIS PLAN WAS PREPARED 


This Official Plan was prepared through a designed 
planning process ensuring citizens' input and comments 
at all stages of its development. In general, the fol- 
lowing have been the key participants in the preparation 
of the Regional Official Plan: 


- elected Councils of the Regional and Area 
Municipalities 


- planning staff of the Regional and Area Munici- 
palities and the staff of relevant Provincial 
Agencies 


- organized citizen and special interest groups 
- concerned and interested citizens at large 


Three major stages providing for public input pre- 
ceeded the completion of the draft Official Plan. These 
are: 


- Development of the Regional goals reflecting 
the needs and aspirations of the residents. 


- Preparation of alternative development patterns 
to accommodate the future growth. 


- Selection of a preferred development pattern 
and development of policies necessary to 
achieve the Regional goals. 


Public input and comments were requested after the 
completion of each stage in the preparation of the 
Official Plan. Newspaper advertisements, seminars, open 
houses, and public meetings (in each municipality) were 
used to achieve the public participation. Public 
comments and submissions were reviewed by the Planning 


and Development Committee of the Regional Council and 
the Regional Planning staff and were incerporated, 
where appropriate. 


1.4 WHAT NEXT? 


Regional Council has adopted this plan for its 
distribution to Councils of the Area Municipalities and 
general public for comments. The Planning and Develop- 
ment Committee will hold public hearings in each Area 
Municipality to receive oral or written comments and/or 
submissions on the Plan. Public submissions can be 
sent by mail to ee Regional Planning and Development 
Department. 


Public submissions will be reviewed by the Planning 
and Development Committee before preparing the final 
version of the Regional Official Plan. After its adop- 
tion by the Regional Council, the Plan will then be 
forwarded to the Provincial Minister of Housing for 
approval. 


1.5 WHO WILL BE EFFECTED BY THE REGIONAL OFFICIAL PLAN? 


All citizens of the Region will be effected by the 
Regional Official Plan. Once the Official Plan is 
adopted by the Regional Council and approved by the 
Provincial Minister of Housing it will become a legal 
document, binding on Regional Council to use as a 
basis: 


- for decisions and actions on municipal facilities 
and programs. 


- for recommendations to the Federal and Provincial 
Governments for changes to be sought in legis- 
lation. 


~ 


The approved Regional Official Plan will be binding 
on Area Municipalities to ensure that all Official Plans, 
Policies and By-laws of the Area Municipalities are in 
conformity with the Regional Official Plan. Existing 
Official Plans, Policies and/or By-laws of the Area 
Municipalities will have to be amended if they are 
found to be in non-conformity with the Regional Official 
Plan. 


9 PROVINCIAL POLICIES 
m AFFECTING THE REGION 


Planning for a municipality cannot be done in 
isolation. National and more specifically Provincial 
policies will influence the growth and economic 
Opportunities in this Region. Decisions of the 
neighbouring Regions and communities will also effect 
this Region. 


Major relevant provincial policies affecting this 
Region are the following: 


2.1 TORONTO-CENTRED REGION CONCEPT - 


Map No. 2-1 shows the Provincially adopted concept 
of future urbanization in south central Ontario, known 
as the Toronto Centred Region concept (TCR). In this 
concept Hamilton-Wentworth was designated as both the 
western terminal of TCR and a Regional Centre. Zone l 
of TCR, which includes Hamilton-Wentworth, was designated 
to receive most of the urban growth of TCR. 


The Toronto-Centred Region concept identifies 
Hamilton-Wentworth as having a role to offer a broad 
range of services to the residents of the Region as well 
as to a larger economic area extending into the adjacent 
Regional Municipalities and Counties. 


A further Provincial study of Zone 1 entitled 
Central Ontario Lakeshore Urban Complex (COLUC) indicated 
that in order to achieve the TCR goals and objectives, 
the Hamilton-Wentworth urban area should not have a pop- 
ulation in excess of 600,000 by the year 2001. 


COLUC study also recommended that intrusion of 
urban development into prime agricultural land and tender 
fruit lands should be limited. 


2,2 | PARKWAY BELT SYSTEM 


The Parkway Belt system is intended to provide both 
a physical separation between urban centres and land for 
future utilities within Zone 1 of TCR. As shown on Map 
No. 2-2, the Parkway Belt West affects relatively small 
areas in Flamborough, Dundas and Hamilton. 


2.5  WIAGARA ESCARPMENT COMMISSION 


The purpose of the Niagara Escarpment Commission is 
to develop policies aimed at the protection and mainte- 
nance of the Niagara Escarpment as a continuous natural 
environment. Map No. 2-2 shows the areas in Hamilton- 
Wentworth which are subject to the policies of the 
Niagara Escarpment Commission. 


2.4. GREEN PAPER ON AGRICULTURE - FOODLAND GUIDELINES 


In February, 1977, the Province of Ontario published 
a green paper entitled "Green Paper on Planning for 
Agriculture: Foodland Guidelines", which contains 
guidelines that the Province intends to use in reviewing 
and approving Official Plans. 


The guidelines require that Agricultural soils of. 
high food producing capability including areas producing 
specialty crops (e.g. fruits, vegetables, tobacco, etc.) 
be identified and protected for continued and/or future 
food production. The guidelines further require that if 
such lands are converted to urban uses, justification 
must be given that no viable alternatives are available. 


GOALS 


Goals are long-term "AIMS TO ACHIEVE" and provide 
a guide for comparison of choices and selection of a 
preferred strategy. 


The following Regional Goals were established as a 
result of public discussion of social, environmental and 
economic issues affecting the residents of this Region. 
These goals represent Regional Council's interpretation 
of what the residents of this Region aspire to achieve 
in the future as a Regional Community. 


3,1 THE REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT PATTERN 


- Encourage a strong Central Business District 
in Downtown Hamilton which offers a broad 
range of services to the residents of the 
Region as well as to the larger economic 
area beyond the Region in accordance with 
the "inter-Regional" role established for 
Hamilton-Wentworth by the Province in its 
Toronto-Centered Region concept. 


- Provide a choice of living environment (urban, 
sub-urban, rural) for the residents of the 
Region. 


3.2 THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 


AGRICULTURE: - To preserve high capability 
agricultural lands and 
specialty crop areas for food 
production and as the basis 


ine) 


MINERAL 
AGGREGATES: 


FORESTS AND 
WOODLOTS: 


LAKESHORE: 


ENVIRONMENTALLY 
SENS TIIVE 
AREAS: 


for the rural community and 
the rural way of life. 


- To protect mineral aggregate 


resource areas for present and 
future extractive purposes. 


- To preserve, maintain and 


provide sufficient forested 
areas and woodlots for 
recreation, wildlife habitat 
and the maintenance of an 
aesthetic landscape. 


- To recognize public open 


space and recreation to be 
the predominant function of 
the Lakeshore Area and 
protect the same from pollu- 
tion and erosion. 


= YT0 protect to the ftulteso 


extent possible the Environ- 
mentally Sensitive Areas. 


THE SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT 


HOUSING: 


- To ensure that an adequate 


supply of housing accommoda- 
tion is available to meet 

the needs and demands of the 
present and future residents 
of Hamilton-Wentworth Region. 


HEALTH: - To promote the physical and 
mental well-being of the 
residents of the Region. 


HISTORICAL 

RESOURCE on “IETOuprotect: to the fullest 
extent possible buildings, 
Sites; rol stricts andvotner 
unique features of the 
Region's history and culture; 
and to promote the interest 
of the residents in their 
‘common heritage. 


SOCIAL SERVICES: - To develop an effective and 
efficient approach to the 
planning and delivery of 
social services so as to 
enable all residents of the 
Region to achieve a level of 
self-sufficiency which will 
allow them to contribute in 
a positive way to their own 
well-being as well as the 
well-being of the community. 


EDUCATION: - To cooperate with local bodies 
having jurisdiction in 
education and provide them 
with such assistance and 
support services as are within 
the powers of Regional Council. 


LIBRARY - To ensure that all residents 

SERVE SE of the Region have access to 
a broad range of library 
services. 


POL TCE: 

PROTECTION: - To provide the means for crime 
control, \provection or Jie 
and property and maintenance 
of peace and order in the 
Region. 


PeLRE 

PROTECTION: - To provide adequate means 
whereby the area municipality 
fire departments will be able 
to take the necessary action 
for emergency fire services. 


OPEN SPACE FOR 

RECREATION: - To encourage the Area 
Municipalities, Conservation 
Authorities, the Province and 
the private sector to provide 
sufficient outdoor recrea- 
tional open space, within the 
Region, to meet the needs of 
existing and future residents 
of the Region and visitors to 
the Region. 


3.4 ECONOMIC. GROWTH 


- To encourage the provision of sufficient job 
opportunities for residents of the Region. 


- To diversify job opportunities within the 
Region. 


- Provide opportunities for each Area Municipality to 
increase and diversify its non-residential tax 
base by encouraging an increase in total job 
opportunities in each Area Municipality in suit- 
able proportion to the increase in population. 


- Provide sufficient industrial land to encourage 
growth in industrial jobs, and to allow fomean 
adequate choice of location for both new 
industrial firms and those existing firms 
desiring new locations. 


- To protect the economic viability of the 
agricultural industry. 


- To encourage seasonal and annual stability of 
construction employment. 


- To ensure that the residents and businesses of 
the Region will have access to the widest 
possible range of community, business and 
personal services within the Region. 


3,5 TRANSPORTATION 


-~ To provide an efficient, convenient and 
safe transportation system that will support the 
Regional Development Pattern and provide a 
balance between public and private modes of 
transportation. 


- Encourage the development of an airport 
facility adequate to meet the air travel needs 
in the Region and the needs of surrounding Regions 
and Counties. 


Seo TU lei teS 


- To provide adequate water, sewage and solid 
waste disposal facilities in order to achieve and 
facilitate orderly growth in the Region and 
to improve the environment and maintain it at 
a clean and healthy level. 


Dee LNANCE 


- To implement the Official Plan within the 
limits of sound and responsible financial 
policies. 


THE REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
PATTERN 


Most of the Region's existing population is located 
within a continuous central urban area which consists 
of the City of Hamilton and parts of the Towns of Dundas 
and Stoney Creek. The central urban area is flanked by 
small urban communities in the former villages of 
Ancaster and Waterdown. The remaining (approx. 88%)land area 
in the Region is of a rural character containing a 
mixture of hamlets, scattered strip residential devel- 
epments and agricultural lands. The Region, therefore, 
provides a variety of living styles including compact 
urban environment, sub-urban communities, rural hamlets 
and farmsteads, 


The adopted development pattern will accommodate 
the anticipated growth in a manner which will continue to 
provide a choice of living styles and provides maximum 
protection to natural resources and other physical and 
environmental features. 


This will be accomplished through: 
- gradual expansion of the central urban area. 


- expansion of the urban communities in the 
former villages of Ancaster and Waterdown. 


- servicing of and limited expansion of Greens- 
ville and Winona. 


- creation of a new urban settlement centred 
at Binbrook in the Township of Glanbrook. 


- directing rural residential development to 
existing and future rural hamlets and minimiz- 
ingvimpact.on Agricultural lands. 


Population and employment projections are necessary 
in order to plan for the land and servicing required to 
accommodate the future growth in the Region. 


The projected population provides a basis for 
determining the future requirements for housing, sewage, 
water and transportation services and other requirements 
such as schools, shopping facilities and recreational 
areas. 


Employment projections give an indication of the 
change which must occur in the Regional economy to 
provide the employment opportunities for a growing 
population. 


The requirements for new housing and associated 
commercial and industrial development then determine 
the amount of land needed to be made available to 

accommodate the anticipated growth in population and 
jobs. 


4,1 POPULATION GROWTH 


Based on projected birth rates, death rates and net 
Regional migration, the population of the Region is 
expected to grow from 401,000 in 1971 to 550,000 in the 
year 2001. Approximately 80% of the gorwth will be due 
to natural increase (births,minus deaths) within the. - | 


Region. | ee 


4.2 EMPLOYMENT GROWTH | | 


._In the future, a greater portion of the Region's 
population will be in the working age group (14 - 65) 
than in the past. There will also be more women in the 
work force than there has been in the past. These two facto 


coupled with a growing Regional economy will result in 
employment increasing from its 1971 level of 157,000 
jobs to a level of 290,000 jobs in the year 2001. 


Employment opportunities will be available ina 
variety of industries as indicated below: 


EMPLOYMENT PROJECTIONS - 2001 BY MAJOR INDUSTRY GROUP 


Employment 

Industry Group kas ik Look 2001 
Primary 
(Agriculture, Forestry, 

Fishing and. Mining) 2,943 27200 SU 028) 
Secondary 
(Manufacturing and 

Construction) vA rey 78,300 97,000 
Tertiary 
(Transportation, Trade, 

Finance and Public 

Administration) 82,960 108,800 190,000 
TOTAL : 156,865 190,006 290,000 


4,3 HOUSING REQUI REMENTS 


An average of approximately 3,600 dwelling units per 
year will be required to be built to the year 2001.0. ethe 
future demand for housing will be characterized by: 


- smaller families 


- a greater number of single persons maintaining 
their own homes. 


- families desiring ground related accommodation 
(detached, semis and townhouses). 


The Regional housing mix in new housing is antici- 
pated to be 37% detached and semis, 20% row and town- 
housing and 43% apartments. Fifty-eight percent of the 
apartment units are anticipated to be provided through 
redevelopment in the existing urban areas. 


4,4 URBAN LAND REQUIREMENTS 


A minimum of 17,000 acres of serviced land will be 
required to accommodate the residential, commercial and 
industrial growth to the year 2001. Of this, expansion 
in the manufacturing sector of the economy will require 
a Minimum of 4,000 acres. 


4,5 POPULATION AND EMPLOYMENT BY MUNICIPALITY 


In order to provide for the Region's growth in an 
orderly and efficient manner and in accordance with the 
stated goals, sufficient land and adequate municipal 
services will be required in each Area Municipality to 
accommodate the expected portion of the Region's 
population and employment growth. 


The population and employment projections shown 
on the next page provide a guide for planning the future 
development of the Region in each of the Area Munici- 
palities. 
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4,6 POLICY AREAS 


The Regional development pattern is shown on Map 
No. 4-1 which forms a part of this plan. The development 
pattern provides for the division of the Region into three 
(3) major policy areas as follows: 


- URBAN SETTLEMENT POLICY AREAS 
- RURAL] SETTLEMENT POLTDCYSAREAS 


- RURAL POLICY AREAS. 


4,7 URBAN SETTLEMENT POLICY AREAS 


Map No. 4-1 shows urban settlement policy areas. 
Urban settlement policy areas will accomodate approximately 
97% of the new housing units required to be built to the 
year 2001, and thus most of the future growth in the 
Region. These areas will be provided with municipal water 
and sewage services by the extension of existing municipal 
trunk sewer and water services in an orderly progression. 


Established highways, lot and concession lines have 
been used, as much as possible, to show limits of the 
future growth areas. Those urban settlement policy areas 
which are not delineated by way of references to highways, 
lots and concession lines, will be designated by the 
Area Municipality Official Plans. The exact physical limits 
of these policy areas will be defined by the Area Munici- 
palities in subsequent secondary plans. Specific policy 
areas include: 


IN THE TOWNSHIP OF GLANBROQK 


- Binbrook urban community of approximately 
6,000 persons. 


- approximately 750 acres of industrial 
development as a southerly extension of the 
East Mountain industrial park in Hamilton. 


- approximately 200-300 acres of industrial 
development in association with the expansion 
Of Mount Hope Airport. 


PN Eee ONNGO Res TONEY (CREEK 


Winona urban community of approximately 3,500 
persons. 


IN THE TOWN OF ANCASTER 


Ancaster urban community of approximately 
14,000 persons. 


- approximately 700 acres of industrial develop- 
ment at the junction of Highway No. 2 and 
Highway No. 53. 


IN THE TOWNSHIP OF FLAMBOROUGH 
Greensville urban community of approximately 
5,000 persons. 


- approximately 300 acres of industrial develop- 
ment at Clappison Corner. 


- Waterdown Urban Community of approximately 
12,000 persons. 


In determining the exact physical boundaries, the 
Area Municipalities will have regard for: 


- the amount of land necessary to accommodate 
target populations indicated in this Plan. 


- preservation of prime agricultural lands and 
specialty crop areas. 


- inclusion of as much as possible existing _ 
public and private community services within 
the urban settlement areas. 


- inclusion of existing pockets of concentrated 
development known to be facing potential 
public health hazards. 


7.1. LAND. SEVERANCES. IN THE URBAN, S€1t7 CEME 


POLTCY AREAS 


Severances within the Urban Settlement Policy 
Areas will be given consideration only if the applicant 
demonstrates that his application for a consent is 
warranted and in conformity with the following policies 
and the General Consideration policies under "Land 
severances in the Rural Policy Areas": 


(1) 


(2) 


(3) 


Consents for severances shall be prohibited 
for any land which does not have adequate 
municipal sewer and water services. 


Consents for severances shall be discouraged 
where the urban area would be extended beyond 
that which is designated in the Regional 

and Area Municipality Official Plans. 


Consents for severances shall be discouraged 
where such severances would make it difficult 
to assemble adequate parcels of land which 
would permit planned development. 


4,8 RURAL SETTLEMENT POLICY AREAS 


The Rural Settlement Policy Areas are shown on 


Map No. 4-1. The following rural settlements are recogn- 
ized to be the areas in the rural parts of the Region to 
which the rural development will be directed in the 
future and are subject to the policies of this Plan. 


FLAMBOROUGH 


Beverly Hills 
Carlisle 
Copetown 
Flamborough Centre 
Freelton 
Harper's Corner 
Kirkwall 

Lynden 
Millgrove 

Orkney - 

Rockton 
Sheffield 
Strabane 
Westover 


ANCASTER 


Jerseyville 


GLANBROOK 


Woodburn 
Mount Hope 


These settlements have a historical relationship 
with the surrounding farm community in that they provide 
basic services to the farm community. Also, they 
provide a place for retirement for rural population as 
well as an alternative living style to large urban 
places. 


~The physical limits, rate and-amount of growth of 
these settlements are to be designated in the Area Munici- 
pality Official Plans. In determining these elements of- 
growth in the rural settlement areas the Area Munici- 
palities shall have regard for: 


(a) the capability of the natural terrain, for long 
term capability of septic disposal of sewage 
and ground water supply as indicated in the 
Settlement Capability Study for the Hamilton- 
Wentworth Region, (Underwood McLellan and 
Associates Limited - 1976), which forms part 
of this Plan. 


(b) The logical extension and/or infilling of exist- 
ing development. 


(c) directing development to lands of lesser 
agricultural capability and/or away from a 
viably operating farm. 


4,9 RURAL POLICY AREAS 


The remaining parts of the Region are designated 
as Rural Policy Areas and are shown on Map No. 4-1. The 
objectives in the Rural Policy Areas will be to provide 
maximum protection to natural resources and preservation 
of the rural character of the area. Development in the 
Rural Policy Areas will be restricted to that which is | 
related to farming and the utilization of natural 
resources. Non-farm residential development will be 
discouraged except as provided in this Plan. The Rural 
Policy Area is subject to the policies. of this Plan, 


4. 


Cm enontCURTURERAND SPECTALTY CROP AREAS 


These policies shall apply to those areas which 
are designated "Agriculture and Specialty Crop Areas" 
on Map } No. 4-2 in this plan: 


iS) 


(2) 


It shall be the policy of Regional Council to 
promote the retention of high capability 
agricultural wands tor the production of food 
and direct development to rural settlement 
areas. This policy shall not preclude the use 
of these lands for municipal services. 


Regional Council shall, in cooperation with 
Area Municipalities, encourage the senior 
levels of government to develop policies and 
programs which will improve the economic 
Viability .Orethe: farming industry; including: 


- a review of federal tariff policies by 
the Federal government. 


- the establishment of a public grant system 
assisting starter farmers who otherwise 
are unable to purchase land for a workable 
farm operation. 


Regional Council shall, in cooperation with 
Area Municipalities, maintain and strengthen 
farm viability by: 


- encouraging industries which may process 
local farm products to locate in the Rural 
Policy Areas. 


- restricting severances and land divisions 
in areas of high agricultural capability 
sigh compliance with the severance policies 
contained in this Plan. 


4.9.2 MINERAL RESOURCE AREAS 


It shall be the policy of Regional Council: 


(1) 


(2) 


(3) 


To designate and protect stone aggregate 
(limestone and dolomite) and gravel and 

sand aggregate resource areas for extractive 
purposes, as shown on Map No. 4-3. 


- Policy Area "A" identifies sand and gravel 
resource areas, which are to be protected. 


- Policy Area "B" identifies stone aggregate 
resource areas, which are to be protected. 


- Policy Area "C" identifies stone aggregate 
resource areas in which limited development 
may. be allowed, as long as it does not 
preclude the extraction of aggregates. 


To permit, in conjunction with the predominant 
ITand use within mineral aggregate. resource 
areas, associated uses such as: — 


- aggregate storing 


- crushing and screening af aggregate 
- concrete mix manufacturing 
- asphalt mix manufacturing 


if permitted by an implementing local zoning 
by-law. 


To permit other uses such as agricultural, 
forests, open space and limited recreational, 
which would not preclude the future use of the 
subject land for mineral extractions. 


(4) 


(5) 


(6) 


(7) 


To. require Area Municipalities to identify 
prime. mineral aggregate resource areas for 
extractive purposes in their official plans, 
and to include policies for the location, 
Operation and rehabilitation of pits and 
quarries within these mineral aggregate 
resource areas. 


To encourage Area Municipalities to pass 
by-laws to regulate the establishment. 
operation and rehabilitation of extractive 
operations. 


Upon the termination of an extractive operation 
and when the rehabilitation of the extractive 
site has been completed to the satisfaction of 
the Regional and Area Municipalities, consid- 
eration will be given to change the designation 
to a new land use which shall conform 

to Regional and Area Municipality policies. 


All mineral resource extractions are to be 
monitored within the Region for the purpose of 
analysing its effect on: 


- the environment 
- transportation and road facilities, and 
- rehabilitation activities, 


in order to determine the need for levies 
against quarry and pit operators on the 
basis of aggregate extraction to help pay 
EOL: 


~ - rehabilitation of abandoned and existing 


quarries and pits, 


- maintenance and repair of public roads 
predominantly used by vehicles from the 
extractive industry. 


4.9.3 LAKESHORE POLICY AREAS 


It shall be the policy of Regional Council to 
designate lakeshore policy areas as shown on Map No. 4-4, 
within which the following policies shall apply: 


(1) The predominant development within the Lakeshore 
Policy Area "A" be of a water oriented, recrea- 
tional and/or open space character. 


(2) Rural residential estate development may be 
permitted by a proposed plan of subdivision 
within Lakeshore Policy Area "A" provided 
that no development of any structure will be 
closer than 200 feet to the contour line elevation 
250 based on geodetic datum. 


(3) All development within the Lakeshore Policy 
‘Area "B" be subject to development control 
site plan agreements and no structure be 
erected closer than 100 feet to the contour 
line elevation 250 based on geodetic datum. 


(4) All physical changes of the lakeshore and the 
landscape within Lakeshore Policy Area "A" 
and "B" be based on good land management 
practices. 


(5) To acquire, where feasible and possible, lands 
within the Lakeshore Policy Area for open 
space purposes. 


(6) To encourage the retention of those lakeshore 
lands now producing tender fruit in Lakeshore 
Policy Area "A". 


(7) Regional Council shall prepare and adont 
detailed standards for the protection and 
preservation of the lakeshore with respect 
to erosion, pollution and the environment. 


4.9.4 FORESTS AND WOODLOTS 


Recognizing the importance of the retention and 
regeneration of forested areas and woodlots, it shall be 
the policy of Regional Council: 


(1) To protect and preserve suitable forested areas 
for wood and timber production, erosion control, 
ground water storage and wildlife habitats by 
adopting a by-law to regulate the cutting of 
trees. 


(2) To encourage private landowners to request the 
Ministry of Natural Resources or the appropriate 
Conservation Authority to assist in the manage- 
ment of their woodlots. 


4.9.5 HAZARD LANDS 


Hazard lands are defined as all lands having inherent 
Physical hazards such as poor drainage, organic soils, 
flood susceptibility, erosion susceptibility, steep 
slopes or other physical limitations to development. 


The Conservation Authorities Act,administered by the 
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources provides the legal 
authority for identifying hazard lands and establishing 
regulatory policies for land uses associated with them. 
Conservation Authorities may pass regulations prohibiting 
or regulating the construction of any building or struc- 
ture in or on a pond or swamp or in any area susceptible 
to flooding during a Regional storm. 


It shall be the policy of Regional Council to: 


(1) Support the Ministry of Natural Resources 
and the Conservation Authorities in mapping 
hazard lands. Such mappings are to be based 
on engineering studies. 


(2). Require Area Municipalities to enact by-laws 
regulating the construction of permanent 
structures in flood susceptible areas as 


determined by the engineering studies as 
referred to in (1) above. 


4.9.6 RURAL RESIDENTIAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT 
It shall be the policy of Regional Council that: 


(1) Rural Residential Estate Development may only 
be considered in those areas which are 
appropriate according to the land use policies 
of the appropriate Area Municipality: Official 
Plans. 


(2) Rural Residential Estate Development must be 
physically separated from any other existing 
Or proposed settlement in either the rural 
area or urban area so as not to create a 
demand for the costly extension of existing 
services. 


(3) Rural Residential Estate Development shall 
occur by plan of subdivision on the basis of 
individual services. 


(4) Rural Residential Estate Development shall not 
be. permitted on: prime agricultural land, land 
subject to flooding or other hazardous condi- 
tions, land which is unsuitable for septzc 
tile systems, or where an adequate supply of 
potable water is not available. 


(5) Rural Residential Estate Development shall only 
be: permitted in areas wherein no environmentally 
sensitive, conservation, open space, recreation 
features, or mineral aggregate resource areas 
will be adversely affected by this type of 
development. 


(6) Rural Residential Estate Development must be 
in harmony and blend with the landscape and not 
create any adverse impact on the quality of 
the natural environment. 


(7) 


(8) 


ey 


(ao )e 


an-environmental impact statement. anda site 
plan is to be submitted in conjunction with 
the application for a proposed plan of sub- 
division for Rural Residential Estate Developments. 


Rural Residential Estate Development must comply 
with the distance requirements of the Agricult- 
ural Code of Practice. 


Proposals for Rural Residential Estate Develop- 
ment should be directed to those areas which: 


have direct access to a paved road 


(ii). are provided with school bus service 


(iii) do not create any adverse effect on traffic 


movements on main roads 


(iv) are not adjacent or near roads which are 


(10) 


(11) 


used by heavy vehicles. 


Rural Residential Estate Development is to be 
permitted where no additional demands for 
further services above the level presently 
provided by a municipality are required. 


Rural Residential Estate Development may be 
permitted in areas which have one or more 
of the following: 


~ varied landscape 
- tree cover 
- scenic views 


and should not be permitted on flat, open 
sites. 


4.9.7 LAND SEVERANCES IN THE RURAL POLICY 
AREAS 


GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS 


It is the’ policy of Reqional Gouncil thatciprio: 
to the granting of a consent for a severance of a 
buildable lot the following shall be taken into consid- 


eration: 


(1) 


(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


(5) 


(6) 


Extension of existing linear or ribbon develop- 
ments along existing roadways is to be prohi- 
bited except as permitted under Policy No. 7. 


Where alternative access is available direct 
access to Provincial and Regional roads from 
abutting properties is to be discauraged 
wherever possible. Access to Provincial 
Highways must conform with the access require- 
ments of the Provincial Ministry of Trans- 
portation and Communications. 


The requirements of the Settlement Capability 
Study for Hamilton-Wentworth Region (1976 - 
Underwood McLellan and Associates Limited), 
as shown on Map No. 4-55 entitled Generalized 
Septic Disposal Suitability Areas are to be 


considered as guidelines in determining the 


Size of parcels of land to be severed. 


The owner must prove that a sufficient potable 
ground water supply is available for the 
intended use of the land prior to the 
endorsation of the deed by the Secretary of the 
Land Division Committee. 


Consents may be considered if they are in 
accordance with the policies of the Regional 
Official Plan and the policies contained 

in the respective Area Municipality Official 
Plan and must be considered pursuant to the 
requirements of the Planning Act. 


Parcels of land shall not be created unless 
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(7) 


(8) 


(9) 


(10) 


Consent to sever one lot from a parcel of 
land may be considered for infilling purposes 
if the subject land is: 


a.) fronting on a public roadway, and 


Ba) Situated between two existing residen- 
tial dwellings which are not more 
than 200 feet apart. 


ingordex that large. tracts’ of Land) will not 

be left idle, the size of the parcel severed 
should be limited to that which is required 

to accommodate the intended use. 


Any application for a severance for agricul- 
tural-industrial and agricultural-commercial 
purposes should be directed to rural settle- 
ment areas. 


Any lot should be so located that no portion 


of the dwelling or tile bed is within a 


distance of two hundred (200) feet from any 
stream or natural watercource, pond, or 
fifty (50) feet from the Regional floodline, 
whichever is the greater distance. 


SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS 


Severances within the Rural Area will be given 
consideration only if the applicant demonstrates that 
his application for consent is warranted and in 
conformity with the following policies: 


Crk) 


No land which is a viable farm operation shall 
be considered for severances except for the 
following farm-related uses: 


1) one retirement lot for a bonafide farmer, 
on the condition that the farmer: 


(a2), 


a) retains a residential lot with the 
homestead and continues to live 
therein and conveys the remaining 
Land SirOx 


b) retains a residential lot on which 
he may build a retirement dwelling 
for himself and convey the farm, 
including the homestead. 


However, a farmer who wishes to 
retire should be encouraged to locate 
in a Settlement Area. 


ii) a lot to a son or daughter of a bona- 
fide farmer who is required to assist 
in the farming operation. However, 
not more than two lots will be 
permitted for this purpose. am 


Consents under Policy No. 11 will be permitted 
only if the applicant: 


i) has owned, resided on and actively farmed 
the property for the last 10 years 


a3") had no consents granted from the land 
within the last 10 years 


iii) hascowned the land prior to January 17 
rie pee 


iv) the remaining parcel of land or, for the 
retiring farmer the conveyed parcel of 
land, shall be not less than 45 acres 
and must be a viable farming operation. 


In order to assess the impact of consents 
granted under this policy on the Rural Policy 
Areas, the Policy should be reviewed and 
revised (if required) every 5 years. 


(13) 


(14) 


(15) 


(16) 


(U7) 


With respect to Policy No. 1l, the following 
criteria shall be used in determining the 
location of the lot to be severed: 


ry) the lot shall be located, where 


practical, on a less productive portion 
of the land and have frontage on a 
public road 


sig)s)) the lot shall be located so that it 
least interferes with the efficient 
agricultural operation of the remaining 
lands. 


No severances shall diminish the viability of 
aecarm unde. 


All consents for severances must comply with 
the distance requirements of the Agricultural 
Code of Practice. 


Except for rural residential estate type 

of development consent to sever for non-farm 
related residential uses should be directed 
to designated settlement areas. 


Consents for severances shall be prohibited 
if such severances would adversely affect the 
rural environment and landscape. 


PRIME AGRICULTURAL AREAS 


(18) 


Consents to sever in areas having soil classes 
l and 2 and specialty crop areas as defined 

in the Canada Land Inventory shall be Limited 
to viable farming operations as permitted 
UNdereroLlsey NOS eel 18 Ijand 1s, 11): 


i) A consent to consolidate productive 
agricultural holdings by acquiring 
abutting land may be permitted. 


14) A farm house, which became a surplus as 
a result of a farm consolidation, may 
be considered for consent. Where this 
policy is applied, no additional séver- 
ance will be considered within the next 
ten years. 


(19) Consents to sever lands of a viable farm 
Operation in the area of soil classes 3, 4, 
5, 6, 7 and 0 of the Canada Land Inventory 
shall only be permitted in accordance with 
Policy Noes 


(20) Consents to sever one lot in the area of soil 
classes 3, 4, 5, 6, / and 0 of the Canada 
Land Inventory on lands which are not a 
viable farm operation shall only be permitted 
if the applicant: 


i) has a property of at least 50 acres 
ars) has owned the property for at least 
-10 years 


iii) has had no consents granted from the 
land within the last 10 years, and 


Lv) ‘dees not create a property smaller 
than 25 acres. 


(21) Except as permitted in Policy No. 11, consents 
for farm help shall be prohibited since a 
second farm residence may be permitted through 
appropriate local municipal zoning regulations. 


(22) Non-farm related residential uses and support- 
ing or auxillary uses are encouraged to locate 
in designated settlement areas. 


MINERAL RESOURCE AREAS 


G23) Consents to sever for non-farm related 
residential uses will be prohibited in the 
potential mineral aggregate resource areas 
as shown on Map No. 4-3, Mineral Resource Areas. 


(24) Consents to sever will be prohibited within 
a distance of 500' from any existing or pro- 
posed mineral aggregate extraction operation. 


(25) Consents to sever for non-farm related uses 
will not be permitted where it would be 
incompatible with future extractive land 
uses. 


ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE AREAS AND HAZARD LANDS 


(26) Consents to sever may be permitted in areas 
identified as environmentally sensitive, but 
having no apparent hazardous condition and 
where the proposed use would not detri- 

Mentally affect the environmental characteristics 
of the subject parcel of land as determined by 
an environmental impact statement. 


(27) Consents to sever a buildable lot in areas 
within the Regional Floodline and areas 
which have hazardous conditions shall be 
prohibited. 


FORESTS AND WOODLOTS 


(28) Consents for severances shall be prohibited 
which would adversely affect any woodlots. 


(29) Consents for severances shall be prohibited 
in areas which are covered by an agreement 
with the Ministry of Natural Resources. 


C70} 


Consents for severances shall be prohibited 
in forests which include wood for timber 
production. 


LAKESHORE 


(32) 


(32) 


Consents for severances for other than 
agricultural, rural residential estates, water 
oriented, recreation and/or open space uses 
shall be prohibited in the Lakeshore Policy 
Area "A", as shown on Map No. 4-4, Lakeshore 
Policy Areas. 


Consents for severances in Lakeshore Policy 
Area "A" may be considered for rural 
residential estate development for a parcel 

of land not less than 10 acres’ in size and 

no structure except for erosion control send on 
for recreational purposes shall be permitted 
within 200 feet from the contour line elevation 
250 based on geodetic datum. 


ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 


This chapter provides the policies of the Regional 
Official Plan that are concerned with the economy of 
the Region. 


5.1 GENERAL ECONOMIC POLICIES 


Regional Council will: 


(1) ccoperate with senior levels of government 
in the collection of economic data and 
in the development and implementation of 
economic policy programs with an impact on 
Hamilton-Wentworth. 


(2) cooperate with and encourage firms in the 
private sector to develop and locate within 
the Region in a manner which is compatible 
with the goals and principles of this Plan. 


(3) encourage and support educational agencies 
in the Region in developing the skills of 
the Region's residents to meet the job 
requirements of the future. 


(4) encourage and support public and private 
sectors to provide job training and employ- 
ment opportunities for the physically 
handicapped. 


Do INDUSTRY POLICIES - PRIMARY SECTOR 


AGRICULTURE | 


Regional Council's objectives for the agricultural 
industry are to: 


- encourage the provision of adequate and stable 
incomes for farm operators. 


- Part-time farm operators will play a continu- 
ing role in providing food supplies. 


- mininize the uncertainty of the future use of 
agricultural land so that agricultural land 
prices will be more directly related to the 
agricultural capability of the land. 


In pursuit of these objectives Regional Council 
will: 


(5) prevent the creation of smaller farm units 
unless it can be proven that the smaller 
farm units in question can provide sufficient 
returns to support a full-time farmer and 
his family. 


(6) support senior government programs and 
encourage the development of new programs 
which seek to provide adequate and stable 
incomes for farmers. 


(7) recognize that there is a continuing role for 
part-time farmers and will seek to protect 
such farm operations in the same manner in 
which it will protect farms) which suppore 
full-time farm operators. 


MINING 


It is Regional Council's objective for the mining 
industry to: 


- ensure the continued availability of 
Mineral resources while minimizing the 
adverse impacts of the mining industry. 


To achieve this objective Regional Council will: 


(8) designate mineral resource areas as extrac- 
tive mineral areas and permit only those 
uses on such lands which are directly 
related to the mining, processing and 
transportation of the mineral resource. 
Interim uses, such as agricultural 
production will be permitted where such uses 
will not inhibit the use of the extractive 
mineral area for mining purposes. 


Dome INOUStR aEORlCl eo) — scCONDARY SECTOR 


MANUFACTURING 
Regional Council's objectives for manufacturing are to: 


- provide sufficient opportunities for the 
diversification of the manufacturing industry. 


- nurture the growth of the Region's existing 
manufacturing firms. 


- provide sufficient serviced industrial land 
to accommodate the anticipated growth in 
manufacturing employment. 


In pursuit of these objectives, Regional Council 
Wa dan: 


(9) require that new manufacturing plants be 
located on designated industrial land that 
has full municipal services (piped water and 
sewage) except for: 


- manufacturing plants which process the 
agricultural or natural resource commodities 
of rural Hamilton-Wentworth and such plants 
will not require municipal sewer and water 
services. 


- manufacturing plants which will not require 
municipal sewer and water services and 
locate in areas designated unserviced ind- 
ustrial as permitted in this Plan. 


(10) attempt to accommodate on new industrial land, 
those manufacturing firms which are presently 
located in the Region but must relocate or 
expand through the construction of an 
additional or new plant. 


(11) encourage Area Municipalities to meet with 
individual manufacturing firms which are 
experiencing difficulties at their present 
Site. Those difficulties, such as the need 
for expansion or an improvement in access to 
the plant, will be resolved at the local level. 
The objective of such a program will be to 
remove, where possible, minor irritants to 
the manufacturing operation and improve the 
compatibility between the manufacturing 
operation and adjacent land uses. 


(12) retain and promote areas suitable for 
manufacturing in the developed urban area 
of the Region. Such manufacturing areas 
must be compatible with abutting or nearby 
non-industrial uses. In support of this 
policy, the Region encourages the Area 
Municipalities to undertake studies of 
existing manufacturing areas or areas 


adjacent to manufacturing areas where such 
areas are the cause of problems for either 
the manufacturer or adjacent non-manufact- 
uring uses. These studies should provide 
a basis for Area Municipality action. 
Where it is possible that Regional facili- 
ties or services might be affected by the 
policy options of the studies or where 
Regional funds may be required to resolve 
ssome of the identified problems, Regional 
Council should be involved in the studies. 


To reinforce the growth of office centres in the 
Region and to better utilize designated industrial land, 
Regional Council will: 


(13) encourage manufacturing firms, when they are 
-considering the construction of separate 
structures for their office functions, to 
locate such offices in designated centres in 
the Region as indicated in the policies of 
this Plan. 


CONSTRUCTION 
Regional Council's objectives for construction are to: 


- encourage seasonal and annual stability of 
construction employment. 


- create a suitable climate for the growth of 
Regional construction firms. 


In view of these objectives Regional Council will: 


(14) ‘attempt to ensure a continuous construction 
program through its capital budgeting program. 


CLS) 


(16) 


ensure that local contractors are fully aware 
of construction opportunities offered by the 
Region. 


will require that construction firms locate 
their permanent storage areas which accommo- 
date equipment and building materials on 
industrially designated land. 


5.4 INDUSTRY POLICIES - TERTIARY SECTOR 


TRADE 


It is Regional Council's objective for the trade 
industry to: 


encourage the provision of a sufficient level 
and variety of retail activity in the Region 
to accommodate the demands of residents of 
the Region and residents of areas adjacent to 
the Region. 


ensure that major new retail developments in 
the Region do not jeopardize the economic 
viability of existing retail outlets. 


ensure that there is sufficeint lands for the 
warehouse needs of firms within the Region or 
firms established primarily to service 
residents and businesses of the Region. 


To achieve these Objectives Regional Council will: 


(257) 


support the provision of the widest range of 
shopping facilities and the widest possible 
choice of goods and services for residents 
of the Region and for those persons outside 
of the Region who depend on such facilities 


(18) 


(19) 


within the Region, consistent with the 
policies of the Area Municipality Official 
Plans and this Plan. 


encourage such retail activities to locate 
in shopping centres, existing and planned 
strip retail areas and in regional and sub- 
regional cantres, as identified in this Plan. 
The location of neighbourhood convenience 
retail stores will be governed solely by the 
policies of the Area Municipalities in their 
Plans. 


promote downtown Hamilton as the most 
important retail centre in the Region 
offering the widest range of goods and 
services of any single location in the 
Region. 


In encouraging appropriate shopping centre devel- 
opments in the Region, Regional Council: 


(20) 


adopts the following criteria for the 
hierarchy of shopping centres in the Region: 


a Regional shopping centre has 400,000 
square feet or more of gross leasable retail/ 
commercial floor space 


a district shopping centre has 250,000 to 
400,000 square feet of gross leasable 
retail/commercial floor space 


a community shopping centre has 100,000 to 
250,000 square feet of gross leasable 
retail/commercial floor space 


a neighbourhood shopping centre has less than 
100,000 square feet of gross leasable 
retail/commercial floor space, 


(21) 


(22) 


(23) 


where a shopping centre is defined as a group 
of five or more retail or service outlets 
having at least 10,000 square feet of gross 
leasable floor area. A shopping centre will 
include parking facilities for customers and 
it may include additional uses such as 
residential or office areas although such 
additional uses will not be included within 
the gross leasable area of the shopping 
centre. Gross leasable retail/commercial 
floor area is defined as that area in which 
tenants pay rent for what are commonly 
referred to as stalls and which is exclusive 
to tenant occupancy including basement, 
mezzanines, upper floors, measured from the 
centre line of joint partitions and from 
outside wall faces. 


will require that any proposals for a new 
Regional or District Shopping centre or the 
expansion of an existing shopping centre 

into a Regional or District Shopping Centre 
which is not provided for in the Official 

Plans of the Area Municipalities or the 

Region must be approved by Regional Council 

in addition to the approval of the Area Munici- 
pality, and any other government approvals 
which may be required. 


Regional Council will approve only those 
proposed Regional or District Shopping Centres 
which do not jeopardize the viability of 

other existing and approved retail centres 

in the Region, and are consistent with the 
development policies of Regional Council and 
are in accord with any other criteria 

Regional Council may deem relevant, including 
the provision of Regional facilities and 
services. 


will not approve any proposal for a District 
or Regional Shopping Centre in the fural area 
as defined in this Plan. 


(24) 


(25) 


(26) 


will require that developers of Regional and 
District shopping centres include in the 
design and development of their centres 
provision for and access of public transit 
to service the proposed centre. 


will permit the development of new strip 
retail areas abutting Regional roads only 
when in conformity with the policies of this 
Plan. 


will require that wholesale/warehouse firms 
locate their storage facilities on indust- 
rially designated land since the transporta- 
tion impacts and structures constructed are 
Similar in nature to manufacturing buildings. 
Wholesale firms are defined as those 
business establishments for which the primary 
activity is the buying and/or storage of 
merchandise for resale and/or distribution 
to such non-household consumers as retailers, 
manufacturers and institutions. 


Without discouraging any wholesale/warehouse firm 
which may wish to locate in the Region but, in order to 
use its industrially designated lands to the best 
advantage of its residents, Regional Council will: 


(27) 


give preference to the wholesale or warehouse 
requirements of firms existing in the 

Region or new firms which serve primarily 

the residents or businesses of the Region. 
Such preference can be accorded through 

the sale of industrial land owned by the 
Region and through the marketing strategy 
adopted by the Region. 


FINANCE, INSURANCE AND REAL ESTATE 


The objectives of Regional Council for the finance, 
insurance and real estate industry division are to: 


- ensure that the residents and businesses of the 


Region will have access to the widest possible 


range of financial, insurance and real estate 
services. 


- encourage finance, insurance and real estate 
services of a regional or district branch 
nature and serving an area extending beyond 
Hamilton-Wentworth's boundaries to locate in 
the Region. 


In pursuit of these objectives it is the policy 
of Regional Council to: 


(28) promote the Region as an attractive location 
for ¥egional or district offices of finance, 
insurance and real estate firms which serve 
Hamilton-Wentworth and areas beyond. 


(29) encourage the location of head office and 
large branch offices of finance, insurance 
and real estate firms serving Region wide or 
specialized interest to locate in downtown 
Hamilton. 


COMMUNITY, BUSINESS AND PERSONAL SERVICES AND 
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 


Regional Council's objectives for these industry 
divisions are to: 


- ensure that residents and businesses of the Regior 
will have access to the widest possible range 
of community, business and personal services 
within the Region. 


= attract and retain these community, business and 
personal services which serve areas beyond the 
Regional Boundary. 


- encourage Hamilton-Wentworth to develop as an 
administrative centre offering a broad range 
“of government (local, provincial and federal) 
services to residents of the Region and 
areas adjacent to the Region.. 


To achieve these objectives Regional Council will: 


(30) ensure that residents and businesses of the 
Region have access to the widest possible 
range of community, business and personal 
services within the Region. 


(31) promote the Region as an attractive location 
for community, business and personal services 
which serve areas within and beyond 
Hamilton-Wentworth. 


(32) encourage region-wide or specialized community, 
business and personal services and public 
administration offices to locate in downtown 
Hamilton. 


(33) require the monitoring of proposals for the 
expansion of existing or the construction of 
new facilities of major institutions such as 
universities, colleges, school boards, 
hospitals and other large government and 
cultural agencies in order to determine their 
impact upon the Regional Municipality and if 
required, open discussions with the agencies 
involved to ensure that these proposals are 
consistent with the policies of this plan. 
The intent of this policy is not to discour- 
age the location of such facilities in the 

' Region but rather to ensure that any adverse 
impacts of such facilities are supportive of 
the Plan and that any adverse impacts of such 
facilities are minimized. 


Die dne 


(34) promote and support efforts directed to 
making downtown Hamilton the centre for 
Major cultural facilities (e.g. art gallaries, 
performing arts) in the Region in coopera- 
tion with other levels of government and 
appropriate institutions. 


(35) encourage senior governments to locate in the 
Region,local offices serving Hamilton-Wentworth 
and regional or district offices serving much 
larger areas focused in Hamilton-Wentworth. 


(36) locate its administration offices in downtown 
Hamilton. 


5.0 EMPLOYMENT LOCATION FORTGIES 


CENTRES 


. In the identification and adoption of policies 
supporting the development of centres, Regional Council 
seeks to achieve the following objectives: 


- provide opportunities to decentralize some 
employment within the Region 


- increase the provision and availability of 
services in suburban areas 


- reinforce the role of the existing centres 


- provide a spatial framework to accommodate the 
' expansion of the economy 


- encourage a distribution of employment which 
will provide support for public transit. 


In this Plan, Regional Council: 


Cais) 


recognizes three levels of centres Regional, 
Subregional and Municipal. The Regional and 
Subregional centres have been identified in 
the development pattern for the Region. The 
location of Municipal centres will be a 
responsibility of the Area Municipalities. 


REGIONAL CENTRES 


Regional Council: 


(38) 


(39) 


(40) 


designates central Hamilton, as the Regional 
Centre. 


Wilt require: the City of Hamilton in its 
Official Plan to recognize the Regional 
Centre as a multi-use area including the 
following activities: 


- retail 
- offices 


SSLight manvracturing 


residential - low, medium and high density 
‘= social, community and health services 


with a 2001 employment target of at least 
60,000. 


will require the City of Hamilton in its 
Official Plan to permit and encourage suffic- 
ient office and retail space in downtown 
Hamilton in accord with the characteristics 


(41) 


(42) 


(43) 


of a Regional Centre, which includes: 


- provision of services to an area with a 
2001 population of at least 600,000 


- provision of a wide range of retail outlets 
including major and junior department 
stores, specialty, food and general 
merchandise stores with a minimum gross 
leasable retail floor area of 2,200,000 
square feet 


- provision of a wide range of office 
functions including head and branch offices 
of companies and offices of Provincial, 
Federal and Regional Governments. 


will require the City of Hamilton in its 
Official Plan to establish a program to 
enhance the environment in the Regional 
Centre through urban design policies, 
retention of buildings of significant 
architectural or historic merit and the 
improvement of pedestrian and vehicular 
access and flows. 


Will “support: the City of Hamiltones aes 
program of enhancement of the Regional 
Centre through the provision of appropriate 
Regional facilities and services. 


promote the location of multi-mode (trains, 
buses) transportation terminal in the 
Regional Centre. 


SUBREGIONAL CENTRE 


Regional Council: 


(44) designates the area shown in the development 
pattern as a subregional centre. 


(45) will require’ ithe City of Hamilton in its 
Official Plan to include policies which 
recognize the subregional centre as a multi- 
use area including the following activities: 


- retail 


» office 


- residential - low and medium density 


- social, community and health services, 


with a 2001 employment target of 10,000. 


(46) will require that the staging of development 
of the subregional centre will be integrated 
with the provision of adequate public transit 
and road access. 


(47) will consider locating some of its Regional 
services to the subregional centre and encour- 
age the location of relevant services of other 
levels of government to this centre. 


MUNICIPAL CENTRES 


Regional Council: 


(48) 


(49) 


(50) 


recognizes a municipal centre in each of the 
Area Municipalities of Flamborough, Dundas, 
Ancaster, Stoney Creek and Glanbrook. The 
location-of the centre in each municipality 
is the responsibility of the respective 
municipality. 


will require the Area Municipalities in their 
Official Plans to include policies which 

identify and support the role of a municipal 
centre as a focus for local municipality activity 


will require that the policies of the area 
Municipalities for their municipal centres 
include: 


- automobile access, flows and parking, 
public transit accessibility, and pedestrian 
flows. 


- residential accommodation 


- amount of retail and office floor space 


- urban design considerations. 


5.6 INDUSTRIAL LANDS 


Regional Council will: 


(52) 


designate industrial lands for manufacturing, 
construction, wholesale establishments and 
truck terminals only. These industries have 
been defined in Section 5.3. Other uses, 
such as retail outlets, will be permitted 


only if they are ancillary to the predominant 
manufacturing, construction and wholesale 
use of industrial land. 


ineeniserlanetes-the policy of Regional, Council: 


(32) 


(53) 


(54) 


to designate sufficient industrial land as 
indicated in the development pattern to 
accommodate the growth of industrial acti- 
vities over the next twenty-five years. 


to stage the servicing and development of 

new industrial areas in a manner which is 
consistent with the demand for such lands. 

In order to implement this policy, Regional 
Council will develop a program to monitor 

the consumption of industrial land, determine 
an adequate reserve of vacant industrial 

land and when necessary, ensure that financing 
for the necessary capital facilities to 

new industrial lands is incorporated into 

the five year capital budget. 


request that Area Municipalities adopt 
policies for industrial areas which result 
in the greatest possible use of industrially 
designated areas consistent with adequate 
design standards for such areas and the 
policies of this Plan. 


Regional Council: 


C3.5:) 


Wiiierncearace che provision of public transie 
service with the development of new industrial 
areas, subject to the approval of the approp- 
riate Area Municipalities. 


5.7 RURAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 


It is the objective of Regional Council: 


- to conserve the rural landscape of Hamilton- 


Wentworth. 


Therefore, it is the policy of Regional Council: 


(56) 


(51) 


(58) 


to permit only those business activities in 
the rural area of Hamilton-Wentworth, 
excepting in areas designated unserviced 
industrial as permitted in this Plan, which 
have as a predominant use the utilization 

of the natural resources of the rural area 

or the servicing of rural residents. Further- 
more, such permitted business activities will 
not require the provision of municipally 
supplied water, excepting communal wells where 
they presently exist, or the treatment of 
sewage by the municipality. 


where feasible, to direct such business 3 
activities permitted by Policy (1) to settle- 
ment areas in the rural area designed in this 
Plan. 


before permitting such business activities in 
designated settlement areas, to require that 
consideration be given to: 


- the effect of the business on existing wells 
in the settlement, and 


- the effect of the business on future resid- 
ential development in the settlement. 


Ef 


- the Council of the Area Municipality and 
the residents of the settlement area are 
satisfied that, in permitting the new 
business to locate in the settlement, there 
will be no adverse impacts 


- the settlement has the physical capability 
to accommodate the new business, and 


- if no Regional expenditures are required, 
then the approval of Regional Council will 
not be required. 


HUMAN SERVICES AND FACILITIES 


This chapter provides policies on services and 
facilities which are associated with the social devel- 
opment of the citizens of the Region. These services 
and facilities include Education, Health, Library 


Services, 


Police and Fire Protection, Recreation and 


Personal Social Services. 


6.1 EDUCATION 


i) 


(2) 


It is the policy of Regional Council that a 
closer liaison between the Regional Municipa- 
lity, the Local Education Authorities and 
the Area Municipalities will be encouraged 

so that the needs of the education system in 
the Region are determined in a manner which 
is consistent with the policies of this Plan. 


Prior to approval of plans of subdivision and 


-Regional and Area Municipality Official 


Plan Amendments regarding residential develop- 
Ment prt 2s) the policy, of Regional Councit 
that Local School Boards and the Ministry of 
Education will be required to comment on: 


- whether existing schools in nearby areas can 
adequately accommodate the anticipated 
growth in enrolment 


- whether alternatives to construction of new 
schools, such as the changing of school 
boundaries, busing or expansion of existing 
schools in nearby areas, can be utilized 
to meet the Boards' needs 


(3) 


- whether new school sites will be required 
for the Boards' purposes. 


Because a new community college or university 
campus site requires the provision of such 
Regional services as water, sewers, roads and 
public transportation, in the event that a 
community college, university or other 
education institution wishes to develop a new 
campus site in the Region, it is the policy 
of Regional Council that the institution 

must first seek its consent. Such consent 
will be considered after: 


- the institution has conformed with the 
provisions of the Environmental Assessment 
yok wars WS Asyn y-Rotel 


- the institution has provided Regional 
Council with a clear statement of what 
impacts such development will have on the 
provision of Regional services. 


62°  HEALTO 


It shall be the policy of: Regqignaly cCouncw.: 


(1) 


(2) 


to seek changes in the Provincial legislation 
which will relieve Regional Council from any 
financial obligation towards capital grants 
for hospitals and other major heatth care 
facilities. 


to seek changes in the legislation so that the 
powers and functions of the Regional Board of 
Health are transferred to the Regional Council. 


To encourage and assist in the development 

and maintenance of comprehensive and integrated 
health services for the residents of this 
Region. 


(4) to ensure that any new health facility 
provided is an integral part of a compre- 
hensive health plan and that the new 
facility is located in such a manner that 
it is easily accessible to the residents 
to be served. 


(5) to encourage and support the District Health 
Council] winetne continuation of public’ parti-— 
Cipation in the planning of future health 
programs. 


(6) to request the Province to consult Regional 
Council before undertaking any major 
expansion or reduction to the existing 
health care facilities and/or construction 
of new facilities. 


6:5 LIBRARY SERVICES 


The local library boards, the South Central Regional 
Library System, McMaster University and Mohawk College, 
and the local Boards of Education all are involved in 
the provision of library services within Hamilton- 
Wentworth. 


Regional Council: 


(1) recognizes each of these agencies and encour- 
ages their cooperation and coordination in 
order to provide a broad range of library 
services to the Region's residents. 


(2) requires the Area Municipalities to state 
policies in their Official Plans regarding the 
provision of library services. 


6.4 


(3) 


(4) 


encourages and will assist through the 
provision of planning and other informa- 
tion, the appropriate library agencies: 


- in the establishment of library standards 


- to determine the possible sharing of 
facilities between the library boards and 
other public agencies providing library 
services, and 


- in the establishment of library locations. 


encourages the library agencies of the Region 
to continue to provide special services for 
the aged, handicapped and others unable to 
use fixed library facilities. 


POLICE PROTECTION 


Regional Council shall: 


(1) 


(2) 


(oe) 


through the Board of Commissioners of Police, 
provide adequate police protection, high in 
quality and consistant with the needs of all 
citizens in the Region. 


recognize the changing role of the Police 
Force and encourage liaison with other 
agencies in order to avoid excessive demands 
on the Police Force. 


provide planning and other resources for 
determining the location and the need for any 
Regional Police facility if requested by the 
Board of Commissioners of Police. 


Bao 


(4) 


encourage cooperation and exchange of 
information in planning and development, 
involving the Board of Commissioners of 
Police and the Regional Municipality of 
Hamilton-Wentworth. 


FIRE PROTECTION 


Regional Council shall: 


As) 


(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


(5) 


through the Regional Fire Coordinator, consult 
with the Area Municipalities, to ensure that 
the control procedures of method of operation 
“of the Area Municipality Fire Departments are 
adequate during an emergency. 


promote the sharing of services and facilities 
through intermunicipal cooperation so as to 
enable fire protection to cover the entire 
Region-as economically as possible. 


encourage the exchange of planning and resource 
information, so as to provide for the best 
use and location for required facilities. 


predetermine, in cooperation with Area Munici- 
pality Fire Departments, the location of required 
fire stations within the development proposals 
of the Regional and Area Municipal Official Plans. 


encourage the installation of fire detection 
devices in all dwellings. 


6.6 OPEN SPACE FOR RECREATION 


The following policies express the role of the 
Regional Municipality in the planning for Regionally 
significant open space for outdoor recreational uses. 


Regional Council shall: 


(1) 


(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


recognize that each Area Municipal Council 
ils responsible for providing open space 
for recreation facilities to meet the 
recreation needs of residents within its 
MUNLCipality. 


define its role in Regional open space for 
recreation, primarily as one of coordination 
and assistance to existing agencies. 
Therefore, Regional Council will: 


- cooperate with Area Municipalities to 
determine the requirements for Regionally 
Significant recreation areas 


- provide planning and financial support, 
where feasible, to those public agencies 
within the Region which own and/or operate 
Open space for recreation uses, whose 
nature is such that a significant portion 
of their users are from outSide the 
municipality within which the open space 
is located. 


encourage cooperation among the Conservation 
Authorities, the Area Municipalities and other 
public agencies in developing an integrated 
system of recreational areas in the Region. 


request the Ministry of Natural Resources to 
provide, where feasible, a wide range of year- 
round recreational facilities within the 
Regional Forests. 


(5) 


(6) 


(7) 


(8) 


recognize privately owned open space lands 
used for outdoor recreation in meeting the 
recreational needs of residents of the Region 
and encourage the continuation of that use. 


request the Conservation Authorities to 
develop and make accessible Regional recrea- 
tion areas, where such use is compatible 
with the principle reason for purchasing the 
properties. 


minimize disruption to Regional recreation 
areas and lands adjacent to these areas 

which may be affected by the location, 
construction and maintenance of facilities 
which are not compatible with recreation uses. 


in cooperation with Area Municipalities, the 
Conservation Authorities and other public 
agencies, investigate the Regional open space 
needs for recreation, in accordance with 
standards to be determined by an implementing 
open space recreation study. 


On oUCTAL SERVICES 


It shall be the policy of Regional Council: 


(1) 


(2) 


to request the Government of Ontario to ensure 
that Regional Municipalities are asked for 
their comments on the impact on the munici- 
pality when social policy and/or major social 
program changes are being contemplated in the 
social development field. 


to assume responsibility for the planning and 
delivery of personal and community social 
services and to this end, cooperate with other 
levels of government, and non-governmental 
agencies. 


(3) 


(5) 


(6) 


(7) 


(8) 


(9) 


(10) 


to ensure that the social needs of residents 
are identified, appraised and monitored. 


to establish priorities and standards for the 
provision and delivery of personal and 
community social services in the Region. 


to monitor the personal and community social 
services that are delivered in the Region. 


to assist in the development of personal 
and community social services which are 
integrated with health services at the 
delivery level. 


to ensure that: 


- the social services which are provided are 
available and accessible to all residents 


- user charges are according to the ability 
to pay. 


to make certain that the required social 
services are available to encourage residents 
to achieve, regain and/or maintain full or 
partial economic independence. 


to make sure services are provided in a way 
that will enable the family to function as 
a unit throughout the family's entire life 
span, if this is inj its) bestsinterest: 


to initiate and/or facilitate actions to 
promote the establishment and maintenance 
of community based residential facilities 
for all residents who require assistance: 


- to establish, regain and/or maintain 
independent living 


(71) 


C12) 


(3) 


- for rehabilitative purposes 


- for continuing care. 


to make certain that changes in land use will 
be assessed in terms of social impacts. 


for persons with special needs due to either 
physical or other handicapping conditions, 

it shall be the policy of Regional Council 

to promote actions that will improve physical 
accessibility to housing, community facilities, 
employment, educational or training facilities 
and other essential services and thereby 
enable such persons to take charge of their 
own lives and participate in community 
activities. 


as a means of meeting social and economic 
needs more effectively and economically, it 
shall be the policy of Regional Council to: 


- request the Government of Ontario to transfer 
to the Region the responsibility and accomp- 
anying funds for the delivery of all 
financial assistance, personal and community 
social services provided within the Region 


‘= request the Federal Government to withdraw 


from providing, delivery and funding social 
services directly within the Region and to 
achieve national social services object- 
ives by utilizing the appropriate Provincial 
and Local Gvernment. 


HOUSING 


This chapter provides policies for achieving an 
adequate supply of housing accommodation in the Region. 


(1) In order to ensure an orderly development and 
efficient use of land, Regional Council shall 
adopt definite staging of programs to service 
lands designated "urban" in this Plan. 


(Z)eeRedlonalscounca. will, in cooperation with 
Area Municipalities, appropriate public bodies 
and private industry, establish annual housing 
targets to meet the housing needs in this 
Region. 


(3) To encourage the achievement of housing 
targets, Regional Council will establish a 
short term inventory of serviced lots 
adequate to meet the demand for new single, 
semis, row and apartment housing types. 


(4) Regional Council will require Area Municipality 
Official Plans to include policies requiring the 
preparation of annual housing targets ‘by the 
Area Municipalities. Housing targets of the 
Area Municipalities will be based on the follow- 
ing considerations: 


- housing mix (singles, semis, townhousing, 
apartments). 


(5) 


(6) 


oe) 


(8) 


housing tenure (ownership and rental units). 
- housing for senior citizens. 

- housing for low income persons. 

- housing for physically handicapped. 


Regional Council, when requested, will assist 
Area Municipalities in the preparation of 
annual housing targets as contained in policy 
NOs 44. 


Regional Council will encourage and support the 
Area Municipalities in adopting zoning by-laws 
which are more responsible to the changing 
needs in housing. 


In the development and review of its housing 
policies, Regional Council will encourage 
public participation, and request input from: 
government agencies, including the Regional 
Housing Authority, the building industry and 
citizen groups involved in the provision of 
housing. 


In order to reduce costs and make housing more 
affordable, Regional Council will: 


- review its planning approval procedures 
periodically, to minimize delays. 


- review jointly with the Area Municipalities 
the Regional and Area Municipality servicing 
standards. 


- in cooperation with senior levels of 
government, encourage developers to submit 
housing proposals which qualify for Federal 
grant programs where it is in the interest 
of the. residents of this Region. 


(9) 


(10) 


Cat} 


CLZ) 


Recognizing the future shortages in the supply 
of conventional fuels, namely oil and gas, 
Regional Council will: 


- support and encourage Area Municipalities 
to adopt residential densities and designs 
in the urban areas which are more conducive 
to the operation of public transit. 


- promote innovation in housing design to 
facilitate the construction of energy 
efficient housing. 


- encourage and promote the utilization of 
solar energy for space heating, where 
feasible. 


Regional Council, in cooperation with the 
senior levels of government, will maintain an 
information system for the purpose of: 


- evaluating Federal and Provincial Housing 
programs and disseminating this information 
to the general public. 


- monitoring housing development in the Region. 


Regional Council will encourage greater flexi- 
bility in rental assistance programs sponsored 
by senior levels of government in order that 
available free market housing units are 
utilized more effectively to achieve greater 
integration of low-income individuals and 
families within the communities. 


Regional Council will participate with and 
encourage the Area Municipalities, non-profit 
and cooperative housing groups to participate 
in housing programs offered by senior levels 
of government which are in the best interest 
of the residents of this Region. 


(13) Regional Council will encourage Area Munici- 
palities to adopt and implement maintenance 
and occupancy standards by-laws and partici- 
pate in senior government housing rehabilita- 
tion and energy conservation programs. 


HISTORICAL RESOURCES 


The policies contained in this chapter are intended 
to preserve as much as possible, the unique features of 
the Region's history and culture. 


(1) Regional Council recognizes the role of: 


- Area Municipalities in the management of their 
historical resources. 


- those Conservation Authorities, on which the 
Region has representation, in managing 
historical resources under their control. 


- other private groups concerned with the 
protection of the historic resources within 
the Region. 


Regional Council will: 


(2) Require that each Area Municipality state 
policies in its Official Plan to protect the 
historical resources of the Municipality. 
These policies may include: 


- the appointment of a committee to advise on 
the identification and management of the Area 
Municipality's historic resources 


(3) 


(4) 


- the intent of the Area Municipal Council to 
prepare an inventory of the Municipality's 
historic resources. 


- the intent of the Area Municipal Council to 
designate those sites or districts which 
it deems to be of historic and/or archi- 
tectural significance. 


- the delegation of its responsibilities under 
the Ontario Heritage Act to Regional Council 
only if the Council of the Area Municipality 
feels that it is unable to undertake a 
program to manage its historical resources. 


Support and reinforce the heritage protection 
policies of the Area Municipalities, ina 
manner consistent with the historical resource 
goals and through such means as the exercise 

of Regional Council's planning responsibilities. 


Establish and support a "Regional Heritage 
Foundation" whose main functions will be to 
Manage the historical resources owned by the 
Region and to work in cooperation with the 
Area Municipalities. This body will: 


- inventory the property owned by the Region 
to determine historic resources which it 
owns. 


- advise on the management of historical 
resources owned by the Region. 


- provide research assistance to the Area 
Municipalities. 


- with. a view to promoting the protection of 
historical resources of Regional significance, 
cooperate with Area Municipalities and other 
agencies in identifying such resources. 


(5) 


- explore various means of funding the 
management of historical resources. 


- administer the powers of the Ontario 
Heritage Act delegated to Regional Council 
by the Area Municipalities. 


- establish an inventory of all archaeological 
sites within the Region. 


Take into consideration historical resources 
and archaeological sites in the review and 
approval of proposals for development and 
redevelopment. 
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<2) ENVIRONMENTALLY 
? SENSITIVE AREAS 


Environmentally sensitive areas are remnant areas 
of the natural landscape which have not been converted 
to urban uses. These include rare plant communities, 
wildlife habitats, rare or endangered species and unique 
or scenic landforms, which may be lost or irreparably 
damaged as a result of poor management practices. 


The environmentally sensitive areas are shown on 
Map No. 9-1. The sensitive areas have been selected 
carefully by the application of the following criteria: 


Se oce ee LON CRITERIA 


(1) The area represents a distinctive and unusual 
landform within the Municipality, Ontario or 
Canada. 


(2) The area serves a vital ecological function 
such as maintaining the hydrologic balance 
over a widespread area, i.e., it serves as a 
water storage or recharge area. 


(3) The plant and/or animal communities of the 
area are identified as unusual or of high 
quality locally within the Municipality, 
Ontario or Canada. 


(4) The area is an unusual habitat with limited 
representation in the Municipality, Ontario 
or Canada, or a small remnant of particular 
habitats which have virtually disappeared 
within the Municipality. 


(5) The area has an unusally high diversity of 
biological communities and associated 
plants and animals due to a variety of 
geomorphological features, soils, water, 
sunlight and associated vegetation and 
microclimatic effects. 


(6) The area provides habitat for rare or endan- 
gered species that are endangered Regionally, 
Provincially or Nationally. 


(7) The area is large and undisturbed, potentially 
affording a sheltered habitat for species 
which are intolerant to human disturbance. 


(8) The location of the area, combined with its 
natural features, make it particularly suit- 
able for scientific research and conservation 
education purposes. 


(9) The combination of landforms and habitats is 
identified as having high aesthetic value in 
the context of the surrounding landscape and 
any alteration would significantly lower its 
amenity value. 


Sensitive areas may meet one or more of the above 
criteria. 


oO. 2 sen INGE bes 


The following principles provide the framework and 
philosophy for the policies of Regional Council regarding 
environmentally sensitive areas: 


- Uses which do not result in the loss of the 
natural features of a sensitive area which 
were the basis for designation will be 
permitted while uses which will result in 
such a loss will be discouraged. 


- Decisions regarding permitted use will be 
based upon an environmental impact statement. 


- Regional Council will work in cooperation with 
other agencies and governments with a responsi- 
bility for environmental management before 
undertaking any direct action itself. 


- Regional Council will seek the cooperation of 
private landowners in protecting environment- 
ally sensitive areas, where such areas are 
privately owned. 


- Public access to areas designated as environ- 
mentally sensitive will be permitted only at 
the discretion of the property owner. 


POLICIES 


GENERAL 
Regional Council: 


(1) designates as environmentally sensitive areas, 
those areas identified on Map No. 9-l. 


(2) recognizes the existing legal use of land 
contiguous to and within environmentally 
sensitive areas, as designated in this Plan, 
as they existed at the time this Plan was 
approved by the Ontario Minister of Housing. 


(3) recognizes that lands designated as environ- 
mentally sensitive whether in private or 
public ownership, are accessible to the public 
only at the discretion of the owner. 


ALTERATION AND MONITORING 


Regional Council: 


(4) 


(5) 


(6) 


(7) 


advises that the Environmentally Sensitive 
Areas designated in this Plan are Regional 
in significance. In addition to these areas, 
Area Municipalities, in their plans, may 
designate additional environmentally 
sensitive areas of local significance. 


with the cooperation of the relevant Conser- 
vation Authorities in the Regional Municipa- 
lity, will maintain a comprehensive data base 
directed to monitoring the environment of 
Regionally designated environmentally 
sensitive areas. Such a data base will 
include a documentation of all environmental 
conditions at, or near the time of designation. 
From time to time the data base of these areas 
will be reviewed and any changes in environ- 
mental conditions will be included in the 

data base. 


may add or subtract environmentally sensitive 
areas of Regional significance from time to 
time by amendment to this Plan. Such amend- 
ments will be based upon detailed analysis of 
the natural environment in the areas. The 
amendments may be prompted by the results of 
the monitoring program, changes in land use 
which are incompatible with the environmentally 
sensitive designation or proposals for 
designation of new environmentally sensitive 
areas which are supported by documented evid- 
ence. 


may alter the boundaries of designated environ- 
mentally sensitive areas without amendment to 
this Plan. However, such alterations must be 
supported by documented evidence. 


RUE EPO SEUBL IC TAGENCLIES 


(A) 


Conservation Authorities 


Regional Council: 


(8) 


will encourage the Conservation Authorities 
having jurisdiction in the Regional Munici- 
pality, to preserve environmentally sensitive 
areas by undertaking the following actions 

as part of their conservation programs: 


- when funds are available, acquire by pur- 
chase, lease or other means designated 
environmentally sensitive areas, where 
such areas or portions thereof are not 
being maintained in a manner which preserves 
the unique environmental aspects of the 
area. 


- pass regulations governing the use of 
environmentally sensitive lands which they 
own. Such regulations will prohibit uses 
which might result in the loss of the 
natural attributes which formed the basis 
for designating the area environmentally 
sensitive. 


- enter into agreements with owners of 


properties in environmentally sensitive 
areas to maintain the unique environmental 
qualities of such areas. 


- investigate and survey environmentally sensi- 
tive areas with a view to imposing flood 
line and fill, construction and alteration 
to waterways regulations on such of them 
as might be protected by same pursuant to 
the Conservation Authorities Act. 


(B) 


Royal Botanical Gardens 


Regional Council: 


(9) 


(C) 


will encourage the Royal Botanical Gardens to 
manage its property so as to maintain 

unique environmental attributes of its 
property and to acquire such property 
designated environmentally sensitive which 

is consistent with the objectives and 
legislation governing the activities of the 
Royal Botanical Gardens. 


Area Municipalities 


Regional Council: 
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will encourage Area Municipalities to undertake 
the following actions in order to protect 
environmentally sensitive areas: 


- enact Restricted Area By-laws restricting 
the use of lands within and abutting 
environmentally sensitive areas to the 
existing legal use. 


- when a change in the Restricted Area By-law 
is requested, Area Municipality Councils will 
grant a change only if the proposed use of 
the land is compatible with the preservation of 
the environmentally sensitive area. When 
Council is in doubt about the compatibility 
of the proposed land use change, it may 
request an Environmental Impact Statement 
as defined in this Plan. 


- prior to granting any change specified in the 
above paragraph, the Area Municipality will 
enter into an agreement with the owner to 
preserve all or part of the environmentally 
sensitive area in a natural or undisturbed 
state. 


- consider the acquisition of environmentally 
sensitive areas. 


- in the approval of subdivisions, consider 
entering into an agreement with the owner 
of an environmentally sensitive area to 
preserve all or part of an environmentally 
sensitive area in its natural state and/or 
accept for park dedication purposes all or 
part of an environmentally sensitive area. 


(D) Regional Municipality 


Dieismteneepol cynor Regional Council: 


(I1) to approve only those Area Municipality 
Restricted Area By-laws in environmentally 
sensitive areas which recognize existing land 
uses at the time this Plan is approved or 
which provide for a change in land use which 
is compatible with the maintenance of the 
environmentally sensitive area. 


(12) to exercise its authority for development 
approvals in a manner which preserves 
environmentally sensitive areas. 


(13) to require the submission of Environmental 
Impact Statements in considering the 
approval of Restricted Area By-laws and 
subdivisions where Council has been advised 
that their approval may be incompatible 
with the preservation of an environmentally 
sensitive area. 


(14) 


(15) 


(16) 


(E) 


to prohibit severances in environmentally 
sensitive areas where it is possible that the 
use of the severed property could result in 
the loss of the attributes which formed the 
basis for designating the area environmentally 
sensitive. 


to manage property the Regional Municipality 
owns within environmentally sensitive areas 

in a manner which preserves the unique 
environmental aspects of such areas. Regional 
Council may acquire additional environmentally 
sensitive areas as may be suitable for: 


~- extensions of existing Regional forests 
- establishment of new Regional forests 
- establishment of Regional parks. 


to seek the cooperation of adjacent Munici- 
palities to protect environmentally sensitive 
areas which are only partially located in 
Hamilton-Wentworth. 


Provincial Government 


Regional Council: 
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will encourage the Province to acquire and/or 
protect by any means at its disposal, 
environmentally sensitive areas of Provincial 


“significance in Hamilton-Wentworth. 


(F) 


Public Bodies 


Regional Council: 


(18) 


(19) 


will encourage public bodies, including the 
Conservation Authorities, Area Municipalities, 
the Provincial and Federal Governments and 
their Agencies and the Royal Botanical 
Gardens to undertake only those land use 
changes, on lands which they own or have an 
interest in, in designated environmentally 
sensitive areas, which are compatible with 
the preservation of the natural attributes 
Opecnesareas., Lt Council is, of: the opinion 
that the proposed change may not be compat- 
ible with the environmentally sensitive 
designation, it will request an Environmental 
Impact Statement. 


encourages public bodies to prepare management 
plans for any properties designated environ- 
mentally sensitive which public bodies own 
Or in which such bodies have an interest. 
Generally such plans will indicate how the 
public body will manage the land including 
but not limited to the erection of buildings 
or structures, the construction of access 
roads and parking lots, management of vegeta- 
tion and wildlife, and the management of 
public access. The management program so 
identified must be shown to be compatible 
with the environmentally sensitive area 
designation. It is not implied in this 
policy that the proper management of an 
environmentally sensitive area requires the 
erection of buildings, the construction of 
roads, etc. Indeed, the best management 
program for particular sensitive areas may 
be to prohibit buildings, access roads or 
public access. 


(G) 


Private Land Owners 


Regional Council will: 


(20) 


(21) 


encourage private land owners with lands 
within and abutting environmentally 
sensitive areas to maintain their lands in 
a manner which preserves the natural attri- 
butes of environmentally sensitive areas. 


require that private landowners may under- 
take only those land use changes on lands 
which they own within and abutting designated 
environmentally sensitive areas which are 
compatible with the preservation of the 
natural attributes of the sensitive areas. 


ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


(22) 


Environmental Impact Statement referred to in 
the policies, shall contain: 


i the environmental quality, uniqueness 
and character of the environmentally 
sensitive area in which the proposed 
undertaking will occur; 


zs a. description of the purpose of the 
undertaking; 


iii) a description of and a statement of the 
rationale for: 


a) the environment that will be affected 
or that might reasonably be expected 
to be affected, directly or indirectly, 


b) the effects that will be caused or 
that might reasonably be expected 
to be caused to the environment, and 


c) the actions necessary or that may 
reasonably be expected to be necessary 
to prevent, change, mitigate or 
remedy the effects upon or the 
effects that might reasonably be 
expected upon the environment, by 
the undertaking. 


iv) an evaluation of the advantages and 
disadvantages to the environment of the 
undertaking. 


In the Environmental Impact Statement the term 
environment is limited to the natural environment and 
means: 


- air, land or water (both surface and subsurface) 


- plant and animal life, excluding man. 
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TRANSPORTATION 


The movement of people and goods is an important 
consideration in planning for the future development 
of the Region. The transportation policies in this 
plan are intended to ensure that transportation faci- 
lities are provided that will make the movement of 
people and goods as easy as possible with the least 
disruption to people and the environment. 


The travel characteristics of people can change 
with time resulting in changes in traffic. The 
transportation system outlined in these policies has 
been designed with a degree of flexibility after 
analyzing the potential effects on travel characteristics 
due to such influences as the diminishing petroleum 
supplies and possible changes in technology. 


Transit has been very much in the foreground 
recently and many people see transit solving all 
transportation problems in urban areas. The develop- 
ment of these transportation policies have considered 
the future roles of transit to be very important in 
the Region of Hamilton-Wentworth. However, analysis 
shows that the automobile will not become absolete 
in the next twenty years and people will continue to 
rely on the automobile for much of their trip making. 
The policies in this plan are designed to promote 
transit in those areas where it is most effective. 
The primary focus of transit will be to provide an 
alternative to the automobile in the urban area. 


Improved transit service will reduce demands on 
the highway and street system thereby reducing some 
of the need for road improvements. However, the need 
for road improvements cannot be eliminated by expanded 
transit service. In fact many forms of public transit 
rely on uncongested roads to facilitate acceptable 
levels of transit service. 


Roads are an important element in the overall trans- 
portation system and must be planned as such. The 
policies of this plan support both the road and transit 
systems while attempting to reduce the preponderance of 
automobiles and creating a more even balance between the 
use of the automobile and transit. 
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Regional council adopts the following objectives as 
the basis for its transportation policies: 


- Transportation policies shall support and 
complement the Regional Development Pattern. 


- Transportation policies shall take into 
account social, environmental and economic 
considerations as well as transportation 
system performance. 


- Transportation systems shall provide adequate 
access to geographic areas and to all social 
and economic groups within the Region. 


- The capacity of the existing arterial road 
system shall be protected in order to mini- 
mize the need for new facilities. 


- Transit shall play a signifticanci,olevinscne 
movement of persons throughout the urbanized 
area of the Region and especially into the 
Hamilton downtown area. 


- The Region shall cooperate with adjacent 
Municipalities, other agencies and other 
levels of government in order to ensure that 
transportation facilities not under the 
control of the Region are compatible with and 
support the Regional land use and development 
plan. 
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- Future road, transit and parking facilities 
shall be planned as part of a total integrated 
transportation system consistent with the 
land use and development pattern. 


POLICIES 


GENERAL 


It is the policy of Regional Council that: 


) 


(2) 


(3) 


The Region shall provide new transportation 
facilities and services or upgrade existing 
facilities and services where they are deemed 
necessary to support development plans that 
are consistant with the Official Plan policies 
where the existing facility or service is 
under the jurisdiction of the Region or 

where the new facility or service meets 
established criteria to define it as a 
Regional responsibility. 


Transportation facilities and services shall 
be coordinated in their planning, implementa- 
tion and operation with transit, road and 
parking facilities planned as a total integ- 
rated transportation system. 


The Region shall coordinate the planning of 

transportation facilities and services with 

other agencies, municipalities and levels of 
government, where these affect the policies 

of the Region as stated in this plan. 


Public transit shall receive a high priority 
in the planning of new transportation faci- 
lities in the urban area and transit solution 


to transportation access and capacity 
problems will be integrated with improve- 
ments to the road system. 


(5) Any rights-of-way which may become available 
shall be protected, until an evaluation is 
made of their potential as a component of the 
Regional transportation systems. 


(6) The Region shall obtain the lands necessary 
for the rights-of-way of new transportation 
facilities or improvements to existing 
transportation facilities, where these 
facilities are under the jurisdiction of the 
Region, through dedications where the 
property is being developed or redeveloped, 
and by purchase or otherwise where the 
property is not being developed or redevelop- 
ed. 


(7) Transportation decisions shall take into 
account social, environmental and economic 
considerations on the performance of the 
transportation system and these decisions 
Shall take into account the views, concerns 
and interests of the public. 


ROADS 
It its the policy of Regional Gouncilecias: 


(8) The road system shown in Map 19-1 shall be 
adopted as the framework for planning and 
designing the road system necessary to support 
the land use plan as outlined in the Official 
Plans of the Region and Area Municipalities, 
and the road system shall be upgraded pro- 
gressively and continuously throughout the 
planning period in order to accommodate the 
transportation demands associated with the 
development plan. 
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The road system in the Region be classified 
by function in order to aid in the planning 
and implementation of road improvement, 
operation and maintenance programs. All 
roads within the Region are or will be 
classified according to their function. 

The classification refers to the relative 
importance of a road in carrying long distance 
traffic within and/or between Area Municip- 
alities and through the Reqion. The class- 
ification shows the relative importance of 
roads as strategic links in the road system 
but does not necessarily reflect the relative 
volumes of traffic on the different roads. 
The higher the classification of a road, the 
more important long distance traffic is in 
determining right-of-way requirements and 
design standards. The lower the classific- 
ation the more the right-of-way and design 
of a road depends on the traffic generated 
by land use in the immediate vicinity of the 
road. The road classification is shown for 
roads of Regional significanee in Map 10-1. 
The classifications are as follows: 


a) Inter-regional llighways are strategic 
links in the road network whose primary 
Luncte1on 1s to carry long distance 
ereacebomrnto,. OUT OL and through: tne 
Region. These roads may be designed 
G@ithner with full control of access or 
only partial control of access to 
abutting land use. The ridght-of-wav 
and the design of these roads should be 
adequate to accommodate long distance 
and through traffic as well as to 
accomodate some traffic generated by 
abutting land use, where direct access 
to the road is vermitted. 


aah) Majer Arterial Roads are strategic links 
in the road network whose orimary func- 
tion is to carry relatively high volumes 
of long distance traffic between or 
through the Area Municipalities, provide 
access past major geographic harriers 
and to Inter-regional highway connections. 


(19) 


106 


These may be either roads with 

partial control of access to abutting 
land use or complete control of access 
to abutting land use or complete con- 
trol of access to abutting land use. 
The right-of-way and the design of 
these roads must be adequate to 
accomodate long distance traffic be- 
tween or through Area “lunicipalities 
and to Inter-regional lI!ighways as 

well as accommodate some shorter dis- 
tance traffic within the Area Municip- 
alities and traffic generated by abut- 
ting land use where direct access to 
the road is permitted. 


iii) Minor Arterial Roads are those links in 
the road network whose primary function 
is to carry relatively large volumes 
of shorter distance trips within the 
Area Municipalities and to provide access 
to major land use concentrations and 
traffic generators and to major arterial 
roads, and Inter-regional Highway con- 
nections. The right-of-way and the des- 
ign of these roads must be adequate to 
accommodate demands for travel within 
the Area Municipalities as well as to 
accommodate traffic generated in the 
immediate vicinity of the road. 


iv) All existing roads not classified in 
one of the three preceeding categories 
shall be classified as either: minor 
arterials, collectors or local roads 
in the Official Plans of the Area Mun- 
icipalities or in secondary plans. 


The following changes may be made in the 
classification or roads as designated in 
Map 10-1 without requiring amendment to this 
Plan: 


By) Roads not included in Map 10-1 may be 
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added to the classification system. 


235) Roads may be upgraded to a major 
arterial classification, where these 
roads are part of a Solution to the 
necessary road improvements as outlined 
Mueeransporcarion policy (16) 70m this 
Plany 


iii) Roads may be changed from Inter-region- 
al Highway to a lower classification if 
the function is considered unnecessary 
by both Regional Council and the Prov- 
incial Minister of Transportation and 
Communications. 


(ll) The basic right of way widths for Regional and 
Area Municipality roads shall be as follows: 


Major Arterials 
- with complete access control 


meren parcial access control 190 to 120 feet 


Minor Arterials * 86 to 120 feet 


Roads under the jurisdiction of the Province 
shall have right-of-way widths that conform 
with the policies of the Province. 


The right-of-way requirement of Minor Arterial 
roads are dependent mainly on traffic demands 
“associated with localized development and the 

exact right-of-way for each specific link will 
he specified in the Official Plans of the Area 
Municipalities or in Secondary Plans. 


(12) Immediate action shall be taken by the Region 
to protect the specified road right-of-way 
widths on the Regional roads through the 
adoption of appropriate by-laws, and, the 
Area Municipalities and the Province shall 
be encouraged to take similar action to 
protect those roads covered under the policies 
of this plan but not necessarily under the 
Jurisdiction of theynegqion: 


(13) The Region shall acquire property abutting 
a Regional road and within the specified 
road allowance right-of-way by means of ded- 
ication at such time that the property srsmco 
be developed or redeveloped; or by means of 
purchase or otherwise, at such time that it 
is necessary or convenient. 


(14) In areas that are undeveloped at the time 
this Official Plan is adopted or in areas 
planned for extensive redevelopment, the 
right-of-way of the road system shall be 
protected up to the limits of the minimum 
width specified above, except on those roads 
where either the Official Plan of the Area 
Municipality, secondary plans or policies of 
the council of either the Region or the 
Area Municipality specify that a greater 
right-of-way is required. 


(15) In areas where the majority of the existing 
land use along a road, or a significant 
portion of a road, is developed at the time 
that this plan is adopted, the standards for 
the right-of-way of the road, as specified, 
shall act as a guide only and special studies 
shall be done to determine a practical right- 
of-way that can serve the traffic requirements 
along the road while taking into account the 
impacts of acquiring additional rights-of-way 
on the existing development. In such a case 
the right-of-way standards as specified in 
this plan may be reduced by resolution of 
Regional Council without requiring amendment 
LO conus Plans, 


(16) 
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Major improvements shall be made in the road 
system by the Region over the planning period. 
These improvements will be necessary to over- 
come existing and forecasted deficiencies in 
the major arterial road network, as shown in 
Map 10-1 and will include the following new 
major arterial connections: 


- A new major arterial road link from Burling- 
ton Street West to Highway 403. 


- A new east-west major arterial roadway on 
the Hamilton Mountain connecting from 
Highway 403 in the west to a new north- 
south major arterial road in the east. 


- A new north-south major arterial road, 
crosSing the Niagara Escarpment in the 
corridor between and inclusive of Kenilworth 
Avenue and Highway 20 connecting the new 
east-west roadway or its extension in the 
south to the Queen Elizabeth Way in the 
north. 


- Additional east-west road capacity on 
existing major arterial roads or a new 
major arterial road connection between 
downtown Hamilton and the junction of 
Main Street and Cootes Drive in West 
Hamilton. 


- Additional east-west road capacity on 
existing major arterial road connections 
or a new major arterial road connection” 
in the corridor immediately north of the 
Niagara Escarpment between downtown 
Hamilton and the junction of King Street 
and Lawrence Avenue in the east. 


- Additional north-south road capacity across 


the Niagara Escarpment in the central Ham- 
ilton corridor between Becketts Drive and 
the Sherman Access. 
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(17) The relative priorities of the recommended 
major improvements will be established in 
a transportation systems plan which will 
provide the basis for introducing trans- 
portation capital facilities into the 
Regions five (5) year Capital Program. The 
transportation systems plan will be prepared 
as part of the continuing planning process 
and will be updated from time to time so 
as to always have an estimate of the capital 
requirements for transportation facilities 
for a minimum of a 19 year horizon at all 
times. 


(18) Arterial roads in developing areas shall be 
designed primarily to accommodate the through 
movement of traffic between major land use 
areas, municipalities and settlement areas 
and the Area Municipalities shall develop 
secondary plans that restrict access directly 
onto arterial roads from individual parcels 
of land by employing devices such as reverse 
frontage, separate frontage roads and common 
access points for a number of properties. 


(19) The Area Municipalities shall be required to 
include in secondary plans the spacing of 
intersections and access points to major 
developments at sufficient distances to easily 
accommodate traffic control devices so that 
the through movement function and the safety 
of the arterial road are not reduced. 


(20) The right-of-way and design of new arterial 
roads and the reconstruction of existing art- 
erial roads by the Region shall take into 
consideration: 


- The requirements for pedestrian movements 
along and across the roadway and shall 
include provisions for adequate sidewalks 
and cross walks in the urban area and for 
those sections of roads in the rural area 
where pedestrian use is sufficient to 
warrant it. 


(21) 


(22) 
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- The requirements of the public transport- 
ation system such that transit vehicles 
will be able to operate efficiently and 
safely on the roadway or in the right-of- 
way of the road, without significantly 
reducing the through movement function or 
the safety of the arterial road. 


- The potential demands for bicycle use 
along the roadway and if warranted and 
feasible, include sufficient space within 
the right-of-way of the road to allow for 
the construction of bicycle paths, by the 
appropriate Area Municipality, adjacent to 
the arterial road. 


- The impact of the roadway on the surrounding 
land use, and shall employ, where warranted 
and feasible, design features that will 
reduce the visual impact of the road and the 
noise impact caused by the operation of the 
road. 


- The aesthetic impacts of the road and shall 
include in design, where it is feasible, 
provisions for landscaping and tree planting. 


In order to preserve the capacity of the art- 
erial road system and to provide for the safe 
and efficient movement of traffic: 


- On street parking will be completely pro- 
hibited on all sections of arterial roads 
where it is deemed feasible. 


- On street stopping shall be prohibited on 
all arterial roads during the periods of 
peak traffic use. 


The Region shall review all major development 
proposals within the Region in order to 
determine their impact on the Regional road 
system and in cooperation with the appropriate 
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Area Municipality(s) shall coordinate the 
timing of improvements to the arterial road 
system that are necessary to accommodate 
traffic generated by the development. 


(23) Approval of new development by the Region 
or the Area Municipalities may be given 
on the condition that the developer: 
improve the arterial road system in the 
vicinity of the development proposal; 
make financial contributions towards the 
costs of improvements to the arterial road 
system and/or dedicate lands for the rights- 
of-way for future arterial roads. 


(24) The Area Municipalities shall include in 
secondary plans provision for sufficient 
off street parking for all new development 
adjacent to an arterial road, so as to 
ensure adequate parking to meet the needs 
of the development without necessitating 
the use of the arterial road for parking. 


(25) The Area Municipalities shall require all 
new residential, commercial and industrial 
areas abutting arterial roads to provide 
adequate off street loading and unloading 
facilities located in such a manner that 
vehicles loading and unloading at the 
development will have no detrimental impact 
on the free flow or safety of vehicles 
operating on the arterial road system. 


(26) A system of scenic drives will be designated 
by the Region with the cooperation of the 
Area Municipalities and these routes will be 
developed in a manner that emphasizes 
their scenic aspects. 


(27) An efficient system of designated truck 
routes shall be maintained, utilizing portions 
of the arterial road system throughout the 
Region, and shall be reviewed on a regular 
basis to ensure that appropriate changes are 
made to the system as demands change. 


(28) 
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The Provincial Government be encouraged 
through the Ministry of Transportation and 
Communications to: 


- Plan for additional highway capacity 
between Hamilton-Wentworth and points east 
via both the Q.E.W. Skyway corridor and the 
Highway No. 403 corridor in order to main- 
tain a level of accessibility into the 
Region that is consistent with the 
economic and development goals of the Region 
and to provide this additional capacity 
when demand warrants it. 


- Monitor the need for a new alignment of 
Highway 6 north from Caledonia into Hamilton 
that will accommodate traffic from Nanticoke 
to Hamilton-Wentworth, Toronto and points 
east; and to construct this facility when 
demand warrants it on an alignment that has 
the least disruptive effect on the Area 
Municipalities involved. 


- Construct the extension of Highway 403 from 
the junction of Highway 2 in Ancaster west- 
ward to Brantford. 


- Plan for and provide a by-pass of the Town 
of Waterdown if and when it is necessary to 
expand the capacity of Highway 5 between the 
eastern Regional boundary and Highway 6. 


- Investigate the need for improved Provincial 
highway service connecting Highway 403 in 
the south-west to the Q.E.W. in the north- 
east as a supplement to the road system 
improvements identified in road policy 
CLoirOoLt Enis Plan: 


- Improve the level of service of highway 
connections from the City of Hamilton to the 
Cities of Kitchener, Waterloo, Cambridge and 
Guelph. 
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TRANSIT 


It is the policy of Regional) Councviachar. 


(29) 


(30) 


(31) 


Public transit shall be provided at a level 
of service adequate to encourage its use 
within and between the urbanized portions 
of the Area Municipalities. 


In order to encourage the use of public transit 
throughout the urbanized portion of the Region 
and thus reduce the requirements for major 

new roads and road improvements, the boundaries 
of the Urban Transit Area shall be reviewed 
from time to time or at the request of any 

of the Area Municipalities and in conjunction 
with all the Area Municipalities affected, with 
the objective of eventually including within 
the Urban Transit Area all portions of the 
Region developed at urban densities. 


The urban transit system in the Region will 
be planned and operated in such a manner 
that; 


- Downtown Hamilton shall be the primary focal 
point of transit service and the level of 
service into the downtown area will be such 
that it will provide a degree of accessibi- 
lity that is consistent with the downtown's 
role as a Regional Centre and will reduce 
the need for the operation of private 
automobiles into the downtown area. 


- The subregional centre on the Hamilton 
Mountain shall be a focal point for transit 
service above the escarpment in Hamilton 
and Stoney Creek, with a major high speed 
transit connection between this centre and 
downtown Hamilton. 
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- The municipal centre of each of the Area 
Municipalities shall, where feasible, act 
as a focal point for local transit service 
Within the Area Municipality. 


(32) Commuter transit connections between downtown 
Hamilton and municipalities adjacent to the 
Region shall be encouraged in order to make 
retail facilities, service facilities and 
job opportunities in Hamilton-Wentworth 
accessible to the residents of those 
municipalities. The financial involvement 
of the Region in the operation of these 
transit connections shall be limited and 
Provincial financial involvement will be 
encouraged. 


(33) Transit service in the urbanized area of the 
Region will be improved, where it is feasible, 
in order to provide a viable alternative to 
the automobile for the movement of people, 
and to reduce, where possible, the need for 
new road construction. 


(34) Preferential and/or exclusive bus lanes and 
other transit oriented improvements will be 
considered on arterial roads where demand 
warrants it and their application is feasible. 


(35) The planning of transit routes and inter- 
mediate capacity transit lines will take 
into account the location of: 


- major employment and retail concentrations, 
universities and schools 


- concentrations of high density residential 
developments 


(36) 


(37) 


(38) 


LO=16 


- terminals of inter-city transportation 
systems. 


- major medical and social service centres 


- housing developments for the elderly, the 
handicapped and the socially disadvantaged 


- social amenities, such as parks, theatres, 
museums, etc. 


In order to accommodate large volumes of 
transit users, make transit service compe- 
titive with the private auto and minimize 
the need for new road favilities in con- 
gested corridors and across environmentally 
sensitive areas, an intermediate capacity 
transit system will receive a high priority 
in transportation planning in the Region, 
especially in the corridor connecting 
downtown Hamilton to the subregional centre 
on the Hamilton Mountain. The intermediate 
capacity transit line between downtown 
Hamilton and the Hamilton Mountain will be 
designated in the Hamilton Official Plan and 
secondary plans will be prepared to allow the 
implementation of this facility as soon as 
demand warrants it. 


The Region in cooperation with the Area 
Municipalities shall develop public parking 
facilities where they are deemed necessary 

to support the operation of the urban transit 
system and shall encourage the Area Munici- 
palities to adopt public parking policies 
that promote the use of transit. 


Public transit be considered as an integral 
part in the planning of major new residential 
development in the urbanized area of the 
Region and therefore the Area Municipalities 
shall include in secondary plans provisions 
for safe, convenient and direct pedestrian 
access between all parts of the development 
and the public transit system. 


(39) 


(40) 


(41) 


(42) 


(43) 
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Public transit be considered as an integral 
part in the planning of all new commercial 
and employment centres in the urbanized 
portion of the Region and development plans 
for such centres shall include provisions 
for safe convenient and direct pedestrian 
access to the public transit system. 


The Region shall encourage the Area Munici- 
palities to allow for the concentration of 
high density residential development in the 
immediate proximity of major transit corridors 
and transfer points in the transit system, 

in order that the transit system is immedia-~ 
tely available for the use of as many persons 
as possible. 


The Region shall encourage the provision of 
special transit services for the elderly and 
the handicapped within the Region, through 
technical and financial support to agencies 
providing these services, where the need for 
this support is justified. 


The Provincial Government be encouraged through 
the Ministry of Transportation and Communica- 
tions, to initiate and coordinate with the 
Regional Municipalities of Halton and Hamilton- 
Wentworth, the expansion of inter-regional 
commuter transit between the City of Hamilton 
and the City of Burlington in order to serve 
the commuter travellers into the City of 
Hamilton from the City of Burlington and 

points further east. 


The use of existing rail lines and railway 
rights-of-way shall be considered when planning 
for inter-regional transit connections 

between points in Hamilton-Wentworth and 
surrounding areas. 
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RAILWAYS 


It is the policy of Regional Council that: 


(44) The railway companies be encouraged and sup- 
ported in efforts to provide the most advanta- 
geous service to the residents and industries 
in the Hamilton-Wentworth Region. 


(45) The Region cooperate with the Area Municipali- 
ties and other levels of government in efforts 
to eliminate or relocate railway lines con- 
flicting with other urban land use development 
and to eliminate unsafe level crossings bet- 
ween railways and arterial roads. 


(46) The appropriate railway authorities will be 
encouraged to provide along the boundaries of 
railway rights-of-way adequate fencing, land- 
scaping and noise abatement measures, in all 
developed areas of the Region. 


TERMINAL FACILITIES 


It is the policy of Regional Council that: 


(47) Terminal facilities such as ports, airports, 
railway yards and stations, transit stations, 
truck depots and parking areas be considered 
as an integral part of the total transportation 
system. 


(48) The existing location or plans for new 
locations of inter-urban terminal facilities 
be recognized in the transportation planning 
process in order to ensure maximum integration 
and compatibility with the total transportation 
system. 


(49) Truck depots and freight transfer facilities 
shall be encouraged to locate as close as 
possible to arterial roads in order to 
Minimize the disruption to development on 
local or collector roads while not impairing 
the ability of the trucking industry to 
provide service to the Region. 


(50) The Federal Government and the airline com- 
panies be encouraged and supported in efforts 
to provide adequate airline and airport 
service to the residents and businesses in 
the Hamilton-Wentworth Region. 


(51) A Regional airport should be maintained and 
expanded to sufficient size at the present 
location of Mount Hope to provide scheduled 
and charter air cargo and passenger services 
consistent with the demand generated by the 
population and businesses of the Regional 
Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth and the 
immediate surrounding regions and counties; 
and Regional Council will encourage the 
Federal Government to develop such a 
Pach. Gy.s 


(52) The appropriate Federal and Provincial 
authorities be encouraged to provide cont- 
rolled access road facility connecting the 
airport terminal to the freeway system in 
the Hamilton-Wentworth area in order to ensure 
a high degree of accessibility to the airport 
from all areas in the Region. 


(53) The Area Municipalities shall apply the 
noise exposure forecast contours published by 
the Federal Ministry of Transport in conjunc- 
tion with development control standards 
prepared by the Central Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation when preparing Official Plans and 
zoning regulations for new development in the 
vicinity of the airport, in order to minimize 
future conflict with the full operation of the 
airport facilities. 


(54) 


(56) 
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In order to encourage the use of public transit 
and reduce the potential use of private 
automobiles in the downtown area, the City of 
Hamilton will be encouraged to adopt as part 

of its Official Plan, policies ehatvdiccou7. 
age the use of public parking facilities for 
long term commuter parking in the downtown 
area. 


The Federal Government and the Hamilton 
Harbour Commission be encouraged and supported 
in efforts to provide services at the Port of 
Hamilton that are consistent with the economic 
and environmental goals of the Region. 


The Region shall ensure that adequate road 
access is provided to the harbour to allow 
for the effective and efficient operation of 
the harbour facilities and services. 


UTILITIES 


This chapter presents the Policies of Regional 
Council regarding the following physical services. 


supply and distribution of water 


- collection and disposal of sewage 


- disposal of solid wastes 


- storm drainage 


- electric power and transmission lines 


11.1 WATER AND SEWAGE 


It shall be the policy of Regional Council: 


(1) 


(2) 


(3) 


to provide an adequate supply of potable 
water, to the designated Urban Settlement 
Policy Areas as the land is developed. 


to provide for the improvement of water 

supply systems in existing urban areas with 
substandard water pressure and storage capacities, 
where financially feasible. 


to supply municipal water, where feasible, to 
areas other than that stated in Policy (1) 
above, where: 


- potential health hazard exists and/or 


us) 


uae 


(6) 


(7) 
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- environmental degradation is occuring and/or 


- inadequate supplies are causing undue hard- 
ship on the residents. 


to cooperate with and encourage Area Municipali- 
ties, the Land Division Committee and Public 
Health Unit, to ensure that approvals for 

rural development are based on the long term 
settlement capability of the terrain. 


to encourage and promote individual waste 
disposal systems, in the rural areas, which 
incorporate proven new technology achieving 
reduced volumes and/or improved quality of 
effluents. 


to investigate and implement feasible methods 
of treating storm run-off and overflow from 
combined sewers in the City of Hamilton. 


to investigate and implement methods of reducins 
urban storm run-off, in cooperation with the 
Area Municipalities. 


11.2 DISPOSAL OF SOLID WASTE 


It shall be the policy of Regional Council that: 


(9) 


(10) 


the Region will cooperate with and coordinate 
the functions of the Area Municipalities in 
collection and haulage of solid waste to 
Regional disposal facilities. 


the Region will establish disposal and transfer 
facilities within the Region to equitably serve 
the citizens of the Region in the most economi- 
cal and environmentally acceptable means 
available. 


les 


(11) solid waste landfilling is a legitimate means 
of disposal available for the immediate future. 
A landfill site will be provided by the Region 
that is efficiently designed and operated to 
protect the environment and the public health 
of the community. 


(12) resource recovery and recycling from solid 
waste generated in the Region is a desireable 
goal to protect the supply of natural resources 
and energy, and to minimize the impact of 
solid waste disposal on the environment. A 
program to initiate resource recovery facilities, 
compatible with the financial means of the 
Region and available markets for recovered 
resources, will be pursued. 


(13) recycling of solid waste materials separated 
at source and collected and marketed by local 
private organizations is commended at this time 
and will be encouraged when compatible with the 
aims of the Regional Waste Management Program. 


(14) the Region will cooperate with the Governments 
of Ontario and Canada to develop any programs 
which are aimed at the reduction in the quantities 
of solid wastes generated at source and are 
to the mutual benefit of all parties. 


11.5 FLOOD MANAGEMENT 


It shall be the policy of Regional Council: 


(15) to cooperate with and encourage the Conserva- 
tion Authorities to undertake engineering 
studies for flood lines of all major creeks 
in the Region. 


11.4 DISTRIBUTION OF ELECTRIC POWER 


It shall be the policy of Regional Council: 


(16) .to support the restructuring of {he yrpuaia. 
Utilities Commissions, if such a restructuring 
is in the interest of the consumers of 
electric power in this Region. 


11.5 ELECTRIC POWER TRANSMISSION LINES AND 
PIPELINES FOR THE TRANSPORTATION OF ENERGY 
AND COMMUNICATION MATERIALS 


It shall be the policy of Regional Council: 


(17) to participate with public utility companies 
and Area Municipalities in establishing 
future routes for power lines, pipelines, 
etc., in a manner least harmful to the resi- 
dents and the natural environment of this 
Region. 


MUNICIPAL FINANCE 


This chapter provides the policies of the Regional 
Official Plan that are concerned with municipal finance 
in the Region. 


Regional Council adopts the following objectives 
as a basis for its policies regarding the financing 
of municipal services: 


- ensure that sufficient funds are made available 
over the planning period to implement the 
policies of this Plan 4 


- encourage the maximum use of existing facilities 
and resources of the municipality 


- promote efficiency in the delivery of Regional 
services 


= consider new areas of expenditure only when the 
needs for the new expenditures have been 
justified and the financial resources are 
available 


- promote and encourage the development of 
financially attractive assessment only where 
it is consistent with the Plan 


- over the long term, Regional Council will 
attempt to achieve a 'pay as you go' capital 
financing policy. 


12.1 
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GENERAL EXPENDITURES 


Regional Council will: 


(Gs) 


(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


approve only those current and capital 
expenditures which conform to the policies 
and programs identified in this Plan. 


attempt to minimize the increase in Regional 
expenditures by controlling cost increases 
within the responsibility of Regional 
Council. , 


approve new programs requiring the expendi- 
ture of funds only after determining that: 


a) the new program is within the scope of 
the Region's responsibility 


3) the need for the new program has been 
established 


iii) the need cannot be met by the existing 
facilities or services of any level 
of government operating within the Region 


iv) the costs of the program over the long 
term (five years or more) have Been 
established. 


publish annually a summary of the Regional 
budget to be made available to each property 
taxpayer in the Region. This summary will 
include: 


i) expenditure by major function for the 
present budget year and the previous year 


ii) revenue by major source for the present 
budget year and the previous year 


ens 


iii) any explanatory notes deemed necessary, 
including spending by bodies or agencies 
not directly accountable to Regional 
Council but On whose behalf Council is 
required to raise funds. 


(5) seek to make special purpose agencies, for 
‘ which Regional Council must raise funds, 
more accountable to Regional Council. 


12.2 CURRENT EXPENDITURES 


Regional Council will: 


(6) deveiop criteria and standards to measure the 
level and efficiency of services provided 
by the Region. 


(7) apply the criteria and standards develcped 
above to Regional services and where the 
application of the standards indicate that 
there is an opportunity to improve the 
delivery of Regional services, Regional 
Council will undertake a review of the 
services so identified. 


12.3. CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 


Regional Council reaffirms its policy to: 


(8) prepare and adopt annually, a five year 
capital budget identifying all approved 
capital facilities to be undertaken during 
the succeeding five years. The budget will 
include the following: 


i) a list of individual capital facilities 
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a) a statement concerning the need for each 
facr Ley, 


iii) estimated cost and timing of theyftacivec, 
Lv) method of financing the facility 


v) impact of financing and operating the 
Capital facility on taxes. 


Itwill be the policy of Reqional Council: 


(9) to add new capital facilities or alter the 
timing of projects in the five year capital 
budget only at the expense of other projects 
in the five year capital budget. 


(I0) to prepare a ten year capital facility program 
which will be integrated with the preparation 
of the five year capital budget. 


12,4 GENERAL REVENUES 


Regional Council will: 


(11) encourage and support the Provincial Government 
in removing the regressive aspects of the 
property tax through the improvement of such 
income tax programs as the Property Tax Credit. 


The Provincial Government has sought to limit the 
growth of its transfer payments to municipalities 
(conditional and unconditional grants) to the growth 
in its revenue base (the Edmonton committment). Signi- 
ficant changes in Provincial tax policies could have a 


Hey as, 


noticeable impact on the Provincial monies made available 
to municipalities. Therefore, Regional Council will: 


(12) 


request that the Provincial Government, when 
it significantly alters its revenue base, 
inform municipalities of the impact that 
such alterations will have on the growth of 
transfer payments to municipalities. This 
information should be provided shortly 

after the Provincial tax changes are 
introduced. 


Provincial and municipal fiscal years are different, 
with the Provincial fiscal year being April 1 to March 31 
and the municipal fiscal year being January 1 to 
December 31. Until recently, the amount which munici- 
palitwies could expect in the form of Provincial grants 
was not fully known until well after the start of the 
municipal fiscal year. Regional Council will: 


(13) 


encourage the Provincial Government to continue 
its recent policy of making the amount of 
Provincial grants to municipalities known 

in advance of the municipalities' fiscal year. 


Although Regional Council prefers grants from the 
Province to be unconditional, Regional Council will: 


(a4) 


(15) 


encourage the Provincial Government to involve 
municipalities in the determination and 
alteration of formulae which establish 
conditional grants to municipalities when such 
conditional grants are deemed necessary by 

the Province. 


request that when the Provincial government 
transfers any Provincial responsibilities to 
the Region, the transfer be accompanied by 
sufficient funding sources to pay for the 
transferred responsibilities. 


0 


(16) encourage more Federal financial assistance 
to the Province for the financing of municicalL 
government programs. 


12,5 CURRENT AND CAPITAL REVENUES 


Current and capital revenues were combined because 
a number of revenue sources, particularly special 
charges, are a composite of current and capital financing. 


SPEGLAES CHARGES 
Regional Council reaffirms its policy that: 


(17) water rates and sewer surcharges be maintained 
at a level that will permit all expenditures 
for water and sanitary sewers including 
capital charges to be met from those rates 
and those surpluses created by water rates 
and sewer surcharges be set aside only for 
water and sanitary sewer respectively. 


(18) the levy for storm sewers will be utilized for 
storm sewer purposes and that all expenditures 
in respect of storm sewers be met from that 
levy. 


Regional Council will: 


(19) review its lot levy policy by undertaking a 
study to determine the Regional COStEGOr 
providing hard and soft services to areas of 
new development. Once the study has been 
completed, Regional Council will then 
establish a Regional lot levy based on an 
equitable division of Regional costs of 
servicing new developments between 
developers and taxpayers. The lot levy shall 
be periodically reviewed and adjusted to 
reflect changes in costs. 


(20) 


se) 


develop a guideline indicating the proportion 
of transit costs which should be borne by the 
users of the Region's transit system through 

a user charge (transit fare) and the propor- 
tion that should be borne by general taxpayers. 
The establishment of the guidelines should 
take into consideration the goals of the 
transit system and senior government subsidies 
in addition to other financial and social 
considerations which may be relevant. 


DEBT 


Regional Council reaffirms its policy to: 


(21) 


(22) 


request that each Area Municipaliy establish 
policies that will enable it to limit its 
annual debt charges for local municipal 
purposes to 20% of the sum of the total local 
municipal levy (excluding levies for Regional 
and school purposes) and all local uncondi- 
tional grants. This maximum debt level will 
be reviewed by Regional Council from time to 
time and altered depending upon any changes 
in the responsibilities of Area Municipalities. 
Any decrease in this maximum debt level will 
not require an amendment to this Plan. 


limit the Regional annual debt charges for all 
tax supported services except for water and 
sewers to 15% of the sum of the Regional 
general levy and all unconditional grants and 
not to issue debentures on the Region's 
behalf for general purposes when that limit 

is exceeded. Regional Council will review 
this debt level annually and alter it depend- 
ing upon changes in Regional responsibilities. 
Such an alteration will not require an amend- 
ment to this Plan. 


(23) 


(24) 
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limit annual debt charges for water and 
Sanitary sewer purposes to 50% and 60% of the 
water and sanitary sewer revenues respectively 
Should either of those rates be exceeded, the 
issuance of debentures for either water or 
Sanitary sewer purposes will cease. These 
annual debt charge levels for water and sewers 
will be reviewed annually with the ultimate 
objective of reducing these debt levels to 
the minimum necessary to sustain the systems. 
The debt limit for storm sewer purposes shall 
not exceed 50% of the storm sewer levy. 


curtail the issuance of debentures when the 
issuance of further debentures would make 

the annual debt charges, for all Regional and 
Area Municipal purposes and sewer and water, 
exceed 25% of the sum of the Municipal Levies, 
unconditional grants, water revenues, and 
sewer surcharges. 


Regional Council will: 


(25) 


request the Provincial Government to transfer 
the responsibility for issuing debentures on 
behalf of the school boards to Regional 
Council in the event that the school boards 
find it necessary to raise debt in the private 
market. The school boards should be liable 
for the payment of principal and interest for 
debentures issued by Regional Council on their 
behalf. 


IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
PLAN 


It is the policy of Regional Council to implement 
the following programs and procedures in order to carry- 
out the policies contained in this Plan. 


13.1 ADMINISTRATIVE FRAMEWORK AND RELATIONSHIP WITH 
OTHER GOVERNMENTS AND AGENCIES 


The carrying out of the policies and the achievement 

of the objectives contained in this Plan are dependent 

to a large degree on the financial and administrative 
capability of the Region; and the cooperation of the 
Senior Levels of Government, Agencies and Area Munici- 
palities, and on the Region's policies on those ser- 
vices and facilities over which the above noted bodies 
have jurisdiction. 


In recognition of the above, Regional Council will: 


(a) provide a proper administrative framework to 
carry out the policies of this plan. 


(b) seek cooperation from all Levels of Govern- 
ment, Public Agencies and the Private Sector, 
in achieving the goals of this Plan. 


13.2 CONFORMITY OF AREA MUNICIPALITY OFFICIAL PLANS 
TO THIS PLAN 


Bill 155, An Act to Establish the Regional Munici- 
pality of Hamilton-Wentworth, provides that when the 
Minister has approved this Plan, the Official Plans and 
By-laws of the Area Municipalities shall have to be 


13 =2 


brought into, conformity with this velan- 


Regional Council recognizes the importance of the 
role that the Area Municipalities will play in the 
realization of Regional goals, under the two-tier 
system of government. Therefore, it will be the policy 
of Regional Council that in determining the conformity 
of Area Municipality Official Plans to this Plan, the 
following factors will be considered: 


(a) provision and distribution of employment and 
housing. 


(6) conservation and management of the Region's 
agricultural, mineral and other natural 
resources which are of importance to the entire 
Regional population. 


(c) protection and management of the Region's 
natural environment and its heritage. 


(d) provision of Regional services (e.g. sewer, 
water, transit, etc.) for which the Region 
has statutory responsibility. 


13.5 STAGING OF DEVELOPMENT IN THE URBAN SETTLEMENT 
POLICY AREAS 


It is the policy of Regional Council to stage the 
development of the urban settlement areas in a manner 
which will minimize the rate of capital spending by the 
Regional Municipality while achieving the goals of this 
plan. The development in Urban Settlement Policy Areas 
Will therefore be permitted in three (3) stages as 
indicated on Map No. 13-1. The staging represents:-a 
general sequence of development and is based on the 
following considerations: 


(a) areas experiencing pollution problems. 


Lo 3 


(b) providing choice locations for industrial 
expansion as soon as possible. 


(c) previous servicing and planning committments 
by area municipalities. 


(d) providing adequate amounts of serviced land 
to accommodate anticipated rates of growth. 


The sequential development strategy requires that 
60% of the land area should be developed in one stage 
before proceeding to provide municipal services in the 
next stage. .The aforenoted criteria applies individually 
to residential and related, and to industrial development. 


Staging of industrial development at Mount Hope 
will be coordinated with the Federal Government's plans 
for expansion and servicing of the airport. 


13.4 TEN YEAR TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS AND. WATER 
SEWER PLAN | 


Under the general framework of staging sequence 
contained in this Plan, Regional Council will prepare: 


(a) a ten year transportation systems and needs 
plan for the Regional road and Regional 
transit systems. 


(b) a ten year sewer and water plan. 


These plans will identify the major transportation, 
sewer and water projects which are required to be 
undertaken to achieve Regional development objectives 
and the timing.of their implementation. 


The ten year plans shall provide the basis for 
introducing transportation and sewer-water capital 
facilities into the Region's Five Year Capital Budget 
program. The ten year plans will be reviewed from 
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time to time in order to make the necessary updates. 


13,5 —-FIVE YEAR CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAM 


REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY 


Regional Council will undertake the capital works, 
for which it is responsible, in accordance with acon. 
nuing Five Year Capital Works program, which is to be 
updated every year. 


In accordance with the provision of the Planning 
Act, no public work shall be undertaken that does not 
conform with this plan... However, this policy #snawes 
not, prevent: 


(a) the extension of piped water services to 
serve land uses existing on the date of the 
adoption of this plan. 


(b) the oversizing of piped services to provide 
for possible future demands beyond the 
planning period, where the life expectancy 
of these facilities is estimated to be 
beyond the period of this Plan. 


AREA MUNICIPALITIES 


(c) Area Municipalities shall undertake the capital 
works for which they are responsible in con- 
formity with this Plan and in accordance with 
a continuing Five Year Capital Works program. 
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13.6 DEVELOPMENT CONTROLS 


SUBDIVISION AND CONVEYANCE OF LAND 


Local Official Plans will be required to incorp- 
orate policies on detailed secondary and/or neighbour- 
hood plans for the Urban and Rural Settlement Policy 
Areas. Regional approval for the subdivision or con- 
veyance of land will be given only if it is in conformity 
with the Area Municipality secondary plans. 


ZONING 


Urban Settlement Policy Areas are designated on the 
basis of the need for urban land to the year 2001. 
Municipal trunk services are expected to be extended in 
a planned manner in keeping with the housing and other 
related urban demands. Land is designated in this Plan 
which is not expected to be developed, in some cases, 
for several years. Such lands should not be zoned for 
the purposes described in this plan until the development 
is imminent and the secondary and/or neighbourhood plans 
have been developed and approved by the Area Municipalities. 


13.7 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 


BUSINESS PROMOTION 


In pursuit of the Region's economic goals, principles 
and objectives, Regional Council will: 


(1) develop a Regional Business Promotion Program 
which encompasses all sectors of the economy, 
but places particular emphasis on those 
sectors and industries with the greatest 
potential for growth. The Regional Business 
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Promotion program, will include the following 
activities: ; 


- provision of advice and information to 
business firms which wish to remain or 
locate in the Region 


- development of a marketing strategy designed 
to promote the Region as an attractive 
business location and directed to the most 
fruitful components of the business market 
whether they are located within or outside 
of the Region: 


- promotion of facilities and services which 
enhance the business climate of the Region. 


INDUSTRIAL LAND BANKING 


Regional Council has actively pursued its industrial 
land banking responsibility in order to achieve its 
economic objectives. Regional Council reaffirms its 
support for the existing Industrial Land Banking program 
as identified in the Regional capital budget. 


Regional Council will periodically review the 
Industrial Land Banking program to ensure that the 
program is contributing effectively and efficiently 
to the Region's needs for industrial development. 
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MONITORING PROGRAM 


So as to measure the extent to which the economic 
component of this Plan is being achieved, Regional 
Council wilt: 


- develop a monitoring program which will annually 
measure the economy of the Region and identify 
the actions necessary to achieve the economic 
policies of this Plan. 


13.8 HOUSING 


Regional Council in cooperation with Area Municip- 
alities will undertake an annual Housing Monitoring 
program to ensure that the housing needs of all segments 
of the population are met adequately. 


13.9 ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE AREAS 


DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS FOR ENVIRONMENTALLY 
SENSITIVE AREAS 


The process of planning for sensitive areas is 
complicated by the relatively unique conditions in each 
sensitive area. While a particular land use may be 
accommodated in one sensitive area without harm to the 
natural environment of that area, the same land use in 
another area may cause substantial destruction to the 
natural environment of the area. In order to improve 
upon the planning process, Regional Council: 


- will consider, after careful study, the adoption 
of development standards governing permitted 
uses and the nature and intensity of permitted 
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uses in the Regional environmentally sensi- 
tive areas, groups of sensitive areas or 

if necessary, individual sensitive : 
areas. 


BUFFER ZONES 


Development outside of the boundary of environ- 
mentally sensitive areas may have an influence on the 
quality of the environment within the sensitive area. 
In order to protect environmentally sensitive areas to 
_the fullest extent possible, Regional Council: 


- in cooperation with the Conservation Authori- 
ties, will consider the requirement for buffer 
zones adjacent to environmentally sensitive” 
areas and permitted uses in such buffer 
zones. 


. 


INVENTORY OF “EXISTING LAND RUSES 


In order to implement some of the policies of 
this Plan, it is necessary to establish the existing 
legal use of properties within and. abutting designated 
environmentally sensitive areas at the time this Plan 
is approved. Council will prepare such an inventory 
and use it in the implementation of these policies. 
This inventory will be updated periodically. 


13,10 UPDATING THE PLAN 


Regional Council shall conduct a systematic and 
comprehensive review of this Plan, at regular intervals 
of five years, to: 


- ensure that the Plan's policies and programs 
remain realistic in light of changing 
socio-economic circumstances. 
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The Plan will be amended, if necessary, after 
such a review. 


From time to time, Regional Council may, if 
Warranted, undertake a review of one or more portions 
of the Plan and make amendments thereto. 


13.11 CITIZEN PARTICIPATION 


Throughout the preparation of this Plan, Regional 
Council sought and obtained public input at various 
stages of the Plan's preparation. 


Regional Council believes that there is a basic 
right for persons affected by any planning proposals: 


- to be made aware of the proposal 


~ to be able to express their views on the - 
proposal, and 


- if they cheose, to object to the proposals. 


It shall be the policy of the Regional Council to 
promote active participation of the citizens of the 
Region in the implementation of its policies and programs 
and shall provide opportunity for such participation. 


Regional Council will make available to the public, 
if requested, official studies and reports concerning 
the policies and programs of the Regional Government. 


Regional Council shall encourage the promotion of 
public participation by Area Municipalities on the 
planning proposals which are under the jurisdiction of 
the Area Municipalities. 


——~ MARKHAM 
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* Note: 

Staging of airport related industrial 
Ss development will be dependant on the 
timing of the airport expansion. 
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DEFINITIONS 


The following definitions apply for the purposes 
of this Plan. 


(1) CONSERVATION AUTHORITIES 


The Hamilton Region Conservation Authority, the 
Grand River Conservation Authority, the Niagara Peninsula 
Conservation Authority, and the Halton Region Conservation 
Authority. 


(2) FARM 


A farm is the land which is operated and used by a 
farmer for the primary, secondary, Or associated activity 
or a combination thereof for the production of food and/or 
agricultural goods. 


(3) FARMER 


A person who has owned a viable farm operation for 
at least 10 years and whose principal activity is the 
production of food and/or agricultural goods and who 
derives the major portion of his earned income from the 
sale of farm products from the land he owns. 


(4) FLOOD PLAIN 


Areas susceptible to flooding of a water course 
and delineated on maps by flood lines. 


(5) FLOODLINES 


Contour lines (elevations) delineating land on maps, 
which will be flooded during a Regional storm of an 
assumed intensity of rainfall as determined by the Con- 
servation Authorities in conjunction with the Ontario 
Ministry of Natural Resources. 


(6) HAZARD LANDS 


Hazard lands are defined as all lands having 
inherent physical hazards such as poor drainage, organic 


soils, 


flood susceptibility, erosion susceptibility, 


steep slopes and other physical limitations to 
development. 


IDENTIFICATION CRITERIA 


The following factors are used to define Hazard 


Lands: 


a) Flood plains 


®b) ‘Soil conditions 


c) Erosion and soil stability, and 


ad) .O0ther=tactors: 


Outlined in the following are the criteria utilized 
to identify these Hazard Land factors in any given area; 


ie 


Bedrock: 


a) bedrock outcrops 


b) very shallow depth of overburden 


Soils: 


a) unstable silts and clays 


5b) “alluvial souks 


c) marshy and swampy organic soils 


3. Slopes: 

a) areas with slopes in excess of 14% 
4. Surface Drainage: 

a) areas with poor drainage 

b) areas with high water table 

c) swampy and marshy areas 

d) streams and watercourses 

e) drainage channels 
5. Susceptibility to Erosion: 


a) slopes in excess of 12% with gravelly sandy 
to fine sandy loams having little or no 
surface cover. 


b) slopes in excess of 10% with gravelly sand 
Or silty loams without appropriate surface 
cover. 


c) areas with fine textured soils. 


(7) HOUSE (FOR POLICIES UNDER LAND SEVERANCES) 


A house means a separate building containing a 
dwelling which must include habitable and amenity rooms 
which are intended for human occupancy and must comply 
with the regulations of the Area Municipality Building 
Code and the Regional Health Unit. 


(8) OFFICIAL PLAN 


Official Plan means a comprehensive document out- 
lining programs and policies for physical, social and 
economic development, covering all or part of a 
planning area and approved by Municipal Council and the 
Province as provided in the Planning Act. 


(9) PRIME AGRICULTURE OR HIGH CAPABILITY AGRICULTURAL 
LANDS 


Lands containing agricultural soil classes 1 and 2 
(or combination) of the Canada Land Inventory and 
generally free from the intrusion of non-farm housing, and 
Other industrial and recreational uses. 


(10) RURAL RESIDENTIAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT 


Low density, detached housing development in the 
Rural Policy Areas, with a minimum lot size of 1.5 acres, 
which will not result in adverse economic, social and 
environmental impacts. 


(11) SPECIALTY CROP AREAS 


Areas where a. combination of special soils and 
climate exist providing the most desirable conditions for 
the rroducticn of tender fruits. (peaches, sweet cherries, 
pears anda plums). 


(12) URBAN TRANSIT AREA 


The urban transit area is that area within the 
Region against which Regional Council may by by-law 
levy the sums required to meet any deficit arising out 
of the operation of the Regional Public Transportation 
System within its boundaries. The Urban Transit Area 
at present contains the City of Hamilton. 


(13) VIABLE FARM OPERATION 


A viable farm means: 


That under the operator's management the farm 
generates sufficient income to: 

(a) provide a good living for a farm family 

(b) cover costs of operation and maintenance 


(c) repay all debts, and 


(a) further develop the business if necessary 


(14) WOODLOT - FORESTED AREAS 


A woodlot or forested area means a parcel of land 
containing a number of trees as defined by the Woodlot 
Improvement Act but covering an area of more than one-half 
acre which may be part of an environmental or ecological 
system or may be of economic value to the owner or the 
public as a lumber producing woodlot. 
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